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Reflection           Jn 9:1-41 

Dignity 
The opening sentences of today’s Gospel reveal a particular 
cultural and religious understanding of the time - that 
circumstances such as disability (in this case, blindness) were 
seen as punishments from God for sin.  At the end, the excuse 
of sin is used by the Pharisees to reject his courageous 
witness and expel him from the synagogue.  By labelling him 
a sinner, they assume a position of superiority and dismiss 
him completely. 
 
History has shown that people have created many narratives 
to give one group power over another.  Many people have 
suffered as a result - people with disabilities, women, victims 
of abuse, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, 
cultural groups such as the Rohingya in Myanmar or Uighur 
people in China.  Rather than being acknowledged as the 
equal that they are, they are robbed of their dignity. 
 
Like last Sunday, Jesus challenges the narrative.  He steps 
straight into the middle of the Pharisees’ prejudice and 
restores not just the man’s sight, but his dignity.  We today 
have the opportunity to bring light to dark situations where 
dignity is dismissed in the pursuit of power.  We can 
challenge the narratives that claim to give the marginalised 

“special treatment”, when in fact what is being sought is 
fairness and equality. 
 
This week marked ten years since Pope Francis’ election as 
Bishop of Rome.  Over that decade, we have seen someone 
who has strived to live in the way of Jesus - recognising the 
gift of God in all creation and celebrating the dignity of all 
people as being made in God’s image.  Let us, too, recommit 
ourselves to doing the same. 
 
The Pharisees were blind to the divinity of Jesus.  Do we ask 
God to open our eyes to his presence in all creation; in all 
people? 

- Robert Barden, Liturgy Coordinator 

Parish News 

Piano organ update 
As you may know, the downstairs piano organ we use during 
our weekend Masses has, sadly, been heading toward that 
great orchestra in the sky for some time now. We have been 
able to source the best piano organ we can afford, and would 
like to ask you to please consider donating towards it.  

As you know, all our church equipment is owned by the 
parish. And as parishioners, we can proudly state that we all 
own it; we use our equipment well, we maintain it with care, 
we take a collective responsibility for all the objects and 
equipment that we use to make our celebrations the 
spiritual, communal events they are. 

So, with that in mind, we are not asking for large donations 
but for any modest donation you can achieve so that, as the 
collective parish of Our Lady of Mt Carmel, we all contribute 
what we can to purchasing this piano organ. 

The new piano organ we are considering is $2700 (including 
delivery). If you would like to contribute to the new piano 
organ, please see Fr Janu after Mass or come to the parish 
office during the week. If you would like to make an online 
donation, please see our banking details over the page. 

 
Thank you to Robert Barden for his guidance and advice 
regarding this matter, especially because it makes such a 
difference to hear live music during our Masses. 

- Fr. Januario Pinto O.Carm  



Can you help at our Easter Triduum 
celebrations? 
We need volunteers for a range of roles, including liturgical 
ministries and setting up the church at different times for 
celebrations.  You can sign up for roles that are still vacant in 
the parish centre this weekend, including volunteers needed 
for the Washing of Feet on Holy Thursday. 

Palm Sunday 
Once again on Palm Sunday, we invite you to bring your own 
cutting of a branch, from any tree or plant, to use as we 
commemorate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  We would also 
greatly appreciate it if you can cut and bring some palms or 
some other branches for people who don’t have any.  As 
always, there will be baskets in the parish centre before Mass 
where you can drop off or collect cuttings. 
 
We’re also looking for help with setting up the church on 
Saturday 1 April from 10am, and with the set up and 
guidance of the Palm Sunday procession at 10am Mass on 
2 April. 
 
Please sign up now at olmcwentyliturgy.org/triduum-
volunteers. 
 

 

Carmel bulletin online  

Would you like to receive the Carmel bulletin via email? You 
will receive it before the weekend, you can click on the links, 
and you will be helping us to reduce paper consumption. If 
so, please register your interest via our website. 

Parish Sacramental Process 

Parents, if you feel you would like to continue the 
sacramental journey you began when you celebrated your 
child’s baptism,  you are welcome to apply to the Parish 
Sacramental Process. Applications can be found on our 
parish website. 

Parish Safeguarding 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, together with the Diocese of 
Parramatta and the Carmelite Friars, are committed to 
safeguarding children, young people and vulnerable adults in 
our care and ensuring that they feel and are safe. 
 
Over the past few months, we have been providing our 
parishioners the opportunity to familiarise themselves with 
the ten Child-Safe Standards as provided by the Office of the 
Children’s Guardian. While this is the tenth and final 
standard, we will continue to keep our parishioners informed 
about the many ways we can all keep our children and 
vulnerable adults safe. 

SAFEGUARDING IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY. 
 
STANDARD TEN: Policies and procedures document how the 
organisation is child safe. 
What does this mean? Policies and procedures are 
championed by leaders, understood by staff and clearly 
communicated to volunteers, parishioners and visitors.   
(From Office of the Children’s Guardian) 
What does this look like? Policies and procedures are 
accessible and easy to understand. Staff and the community 
know that this parish takes Safeguarding seriously. 
Questions to discuss with your child/ren: What are rules and 
why are they important? What are some of the rules that the 
adults have to keep you safe? Where can you find these rules 
around our church? 

You can learn more about Safeguarding on the Parramatta 
Diocese website, from the Australian Catholic Safeguarding 
Ltd (ACSL) website,  by contacting any of our parish staff or  
our volunteer Safeguarding Officer, Moira Peter, at 
ocarmswenty@gmail.com where your enquiry will be treated 
with respect, belief and confidentiality. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

We are very excited about the recent interest that parents 
have had regarding the Children’s Liturgy of the Word. To get 
this absolutely delightful ministry back up and running 
consistently at the 10am Mass on Sunday, we need the help 
of a lot of parents and volunteers. You will need a current 
Working With Children Check, and we can provide you with 
training and resources. 

If you are interested in being part of this ministry, please 
contact the parish office and we can put you in contact with 
the relevant organisers. 

Coming events 

24 March Stations of the Cross after 9:15am Mass  
and at 7pm. 

25 March NSW State election 
29 March  Lenten Penitential Service at 7:30pm 
30 March SVdP meeting at 10am 

2 April Daylight Savings ends (clocks go back one 
hour) 

2 April Palm Sunday 



Rosters for 25 and 26  March 2023 

MASS ROLE VOLUNTEER 

6pm 
Vigil 

Reader 
Commentator 
Communion 

Angela Carlino 
Anne-Marie Torrens 
Charlie Felice 

8am 
Reader 
Commentator 
Communion 

Joshua Angelo 
Jeremy Angelo 
Ron Aquilina (Assembly) 
David Rodrigues 

10am 
Reader 
Commentator 
Communion 

Anna Maria Cliven 
Ann Sapna Cliven 
Sebastian (Assembly) 
Moira Peter 

6pm 
Reader 
Commentator 
Communion 

Isa Urbano 
Eugene Urbano 
Kim Vu 

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Last week’s donations to the Parish:  $7210 
Envelopes and loose cash: $765 
Envelopes (credit card): $211 
Tap & Go: $655 
Online donations: $579 
One-off donation: $5000 

Weekly target: $4000 

Where do your donations go? 
Unless stated otherwise, cash donations like the First 
Collection and baptisms, as well as part of the wedding, 
funeral and memorial service donations go to the Carmelite 
Fathers so that they can keep providing pastoral care to our 
community and beyond. They use these funds to purchase 
their own every-day consumables like groceries,           clothing, 
petrol, mobile data, outings, health insurance,  medications, 
etc.  

All other donations like the Second Collection, online, credit 
card and the Tap & Go donations go to the upkeep and 
maintenance of our church. These donations go towards 
servicing a bank loan, wages, insurance, energy bills,   
building maintenance, two cars, liturgical equipment, etc.  

Your donations are, sincerely, very much appreciated, and 
can be accounted for in all aspects as you would have seen a 
couple of weeks ago when we provided the Financial Report 
for 2022. 

If you are able to donate online,  our banking details are:  
BSB: 067 950  
Account Number: 00602 
Account Name:  Wentworthville Catholic Church. 

So that we can acknowledge your generosity, please put your 
name first and ‘donation’ if there is room.

Parish office hours 

Please remember that our parish office hours are Monday to 
Thursday from 8:30am to 4:30pm. And that the parish office is 
closed on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. 

Next week’s readings 
Fifth Sunday of Lent, Year A 
First Reading: Ezek 37:12-14 
Second Reading: Rom 8:8-11 
Gospel: Jn 11:1-45 

 
Project Compassion 

 
 
In this week’s Project Compassion story, we learn about Thu 
from Vietnam. When Thu was 12 years old, he stepped on an 
unexploded land mine and lost his leg. Living with a disability 
in rural Vietnam presented many challenges for Thu, who 
worked mainly as a rice farmer. Thu also took on the role of 
caring for his wife, Linh, after she suffered a stroke. 

Determined to turn their lives around, Thu and Linh joined 
the Empowerment of People with Disabilities program, run 
by Caritas Australia’s local partner in Vietnam. Thu received 
a loan to open a barber shop. For Thu, the greatest impact 
the program has had is enabling the change in Linh’s physical 
and mental wellbeing. With the support of a physiotherapist, 
Linh can now walk short distances with the aid of a walking 
stick. 

Support Project Compassion today: 
www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion 
Watch Thu’s story here: www.caritas.org.au/project- 
compassion/thu-story-video 
  



Please pray for 
Those who are sick, especially Annunziato ‘Lindsay’ Attard, 
Charlie Micallef, Bob Norman, Roseline Fernandez, Rohit 
Singh, Natalie Bailey, Yolanda Gonzales, Edwin Macwan, 
Sharon Dolan, Sienna Calandruccio 

Those who have died recently, especially Febreece 
Fernandes, Rhonda Parnis, Thu Tran, Yu Lo Mai Ling, 
Soewanto Tio, Robbins David, Noelene Lennon, Mary ‘Lina’ 
Farrugia, Mo Chinh, Leticia Gonzales de Patino, Lai Chi 
Victoire, Charlie Zammit, Josephine Grech, Bernard Hope. 

Our special intentions, especially Rina Matteo-Slaviero, 
Saliba Family, Giovanna Belcastro, Charlie Chetcuti, Joyce 
Cini, Mary & Frank Teuma, Tony & Antonia Cini, Mary & Frank 
Camilleri, Doreen Camilleri, Joseph Teuma, Louis Teuma, 
Joe & Maria Vella, Rosa Titan, Sonia Spittle, Jesse & Kevin 
McManus, the Victims of the war in Ukraine. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

in the care of the Carmelite Friars 

Connect with us 
Online at www.olmcwenty.org.au 
On Facebook, Twitter and Instagram @olmcwenty 
Email ocarmswenty@gmail.com 
 
Parish Office 
Open Monday to Thursday, 8:30am to 4:30pm 
Parish Office is closed Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
Phone 9631 8302 
Parish Priest: Fr. Januario Pinto O.Carm 
Assistant Priest: Fr. Christian Marave O.Carm 
In Community: Fr. Anthony Scerri O.Carm,  
Fr. Paul Gurr O.Carm (Carmelite Prior),  
Fr. Wayne Stanhope O.Carm (at Jamberoo),  
Fr. John Powell O.Carm (in Aged Care) 
Parish Secretary: Paola Yévenes 
Accounts: Genevieve Cosgrove 
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Primary 
School 
Principal: Olimpia Pirovic 
Phone 8832 1100 

Around the Diocese 

Good Friday Walk 
The traditional Good Friday Walk of young Catholics (aged 
between 14 and 35) once again begins at St Patrick’s church 
in Blacktown and ends at Parramatta Cathedral at sunrise. 
This annual pilgrimage has been attended by the youth of 
Parramatta Diocese for more than ten years and, as is stated 
in their website: 
 

Each year, the pilgrimage promotes a renewed source 
of faith, hope, and unity through the spiritual journey 

and lens of Holy Week. 
 
To register your interest, read the Code of Conduct, or gather 
information as a parent, please visit the Good Friday Walk 
website. 
 
 

 

 

Liturgy times 
Sunday Masses 
Saturday: 6pm 
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 6pm 
 
Weekday Masses 
Monday - Thursday and Saturday: 9am 
Friday: 9:15am 
 
Reconciliation 
Saturday: after the 9am Mass 
 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Saturday: 8am 
 
Rosary Group 
Monday - Friday: 8am 
Saturday: after the 9am Mass 
 
Baptisms, Wedding and Funerals 
On request 
 
 

 
 
 We acknowledge the Darug people as the original custodians 
of this land and pay our respects to their elders past, present 
and emerging. 
 


