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Reflection Matt 17:1-9

Hope

The Transfiguration gives Peter, James and John a moment
of hope. Having accompanied Jesus for some time, with all
the interest and opposition that came with Jesusʼ mission,
they get a glimpse of who he really is. The three disciples
seem to move through emotions of disbelief, fear, awe and
reassurance. The moment passes as quickly as it comes,
however, and they return down the mountain to their
regular life and routine.

We also have ʻmountainʼ moments - times when the
routines, challenges and hurts of life seem to melt away. Yet
they are just that - moments - and we must return to the
plain and live what we sometimes call the ʻdaily grind .̓ Life
can also bring ʻvalleyʼ moments. The psalmist writing of
“the valley of the shadow of darkness” evokes the real
experience of the time where the valley was a literal place of

danger, but also offers us today a metaphor for the struggles
of our existence.

For so many people today, ʻvalleyʼ moments in life are an
overwhelming norm. Grieving the loss of loved ones, the
hurt of discrimination and exclusion, the physical,
emotional and mental pain of domestic and family violence,
the isolation of loneliness, and the darkness of mental
illness are just some examples. Yet God speaks the words of
the Transfiguration to us as well - we are Godʼs children, we
are loved and are pleasing to God.

As people of faith, Jesus calls on us to be the beacon of hope
that shines through the darkness of peopleʼs lives through
our words and actions. Lent is a time to recommit ourselves
to showing all people - whether we encounter them on the
mountain, the plain or the valley - that they are loved, that
they have worth and that they matter.

When darkness fills our days, how does the light of Christ
give us hope?

- Robert Barden, Liturgy Coordinator

Parish News
Financial report for year ended
31 December 2022

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

I am pleased to present the following summary of Parish
Revenue and Expenses Statement for the 6 months period
ended 31 December 2022. Revenue for the period amounted
to $95,262 and the Parish spent $86,432 leaving a surplus of
$8,830 for the period.

Planned Giving for the period averaged $3,250 pw against
our target of $4,000 pw. Envelopes and direct debits
contributed $2,611 pw and the balance of $639 pw came
from Loose collections. Total revenue for the six months
period at $95,262 was $4,284 (4.3%) below the budget. Our
revenue has dropped significantly over the last few years
(excluding the effects of Covid 19). They are $11,454 below
those recorded for the same period in 2019 and $10,581
below those recorded for the same period in 2018.

Expenditure for the period was again kept at a minimum and
at $86,432 was $14,112 (16.3%) below that of the
corresponding 6 months in the previous year and $3,514
(3.9%) below that for 6 months to 31 December 2019
(corresponding period prior to start of Covid19). Thus,
despite rising costs, our expenditure has in fact decreased.
This trend will have to continue unless our revenue
improves.

As previously reported, the Parish Fun Day was a great
success. Our share of the profits from this activity amounted
to $11,959.51. These figures are not yet reflected in those
quoted above. We are very grateful to the school for putting



up such a successful event and for sharing the profits with
the Parish.The Parish is currently servicing a loan of
$400,000 which was taken up to enable the undertaking of
the major church refurbishment. The Parish debt stood at
$357,874 as at 31 December 2022.

I take this opportunity to thank both Father Denis for his
leadership over the last 6 years and during what turned out
to be a very difficult and trying period due to the pandemic.
Thanks also go to Lyn Bryant for her long and outstanding
contribution as Secretary and Bookkeeper of the Parish over
the last 39 odd years. I congratulate Paola Yevenes on her
appointment to the position of Secretary and welcome
Genevieve Cosgrove to the position of Bookkeeper.

I would like to thank you for your ongoing financial help. I
urge you to keep the contributions going as it is only
through your generosity that we can maintain existing
services.

- John Cassar, Chair, Finance Committee
- Fr. Januario Pinto O.Carm, Parish Priest

Can you help at our Easter Triduum
celebrations?
We need volunteers for a range of roles, including liturgical
ministries and setting up the church at different times for
celebrations. If you would like to help, visit
olmcwentyliturgy.org/triduum-volunteers and sign up now.
If you do not have an email address but still want to help,
please call the parish office.

Music for our Easter Triduum
Celebrations
Choir practice for the Holy Thursday Mass, Good Friday
Liturgy and Easter Vigil Mass is on Mondays, 7:15 - 8:30pm in
the church. If you would like to assist with leading our
communityʼs sung prayer at these celebrations, then please
come along. For more information, contact Robert at
olmcwentyliturgy.org/contact.

Lenten Prayer Service
Take time out to quietly contemplate on the Scriptures of
the Lenten season, combined with the meditative chants of
the Taizé community on Wednesday 15 March at 7:30pm in
the parish centre.

Parish Safeguarding

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, together with the Diocese
of Parramatta and the Carmelite Friars, are committed to
safeguarding children, young people and vulnerable adults in
our care and ensuring that they feel and are safe.

STANDARD EIGHT: Physical and online environments
minimise the opportunity for abuse or other kinds of harm
to occur.
What does this mean? Perpetrators exploit situations where
they can be alone with children or use the online
environment to extend their connection and influence (From
Office of the Childrenʼs Guardian)
What does this look like? Opportunities to harm children are
removed or reduced, children speak up about risks in the
online environment.
Questions to discuss with your child/ren: Which places
around the church and priory are you not allowed to enter?
Do you know what to do if you feel unsafe when youʼre
online? What makes you sad?
You can learn more about Safeguarding on the Parramatta
Diocese website, from the Australian Catholic Safeguarding
Ltd (ACSL) website, or by contacting the parish
ocarms@tpg.com.au.

For further information, please contact any of our parish
staff or our Safeguarding Officer, Moira Peter, at
ocarmswenty@gmail.com where your enquiry will be
treated with respect, belief and confidentiality.

Childrenʼs Liturgy of the Word

We are very excited about the recent interest that parents
have had regarding the Childrenʼs Liturgy of the Word. To get
this absolutely delightful ministry back up and running
consistently at the 10am Mass on Sunday, we need the help
of a lot of parents and volunteers. You will need a current
Working With Children Check, and we can provide you with
training and resources.

If you are interested in being part of this ministry, please
contact the parish office and we can put you in contact with
the relevant organisers.

Carmel bulletin online
Would you like to receive the Carmel bulletin via email? You
will receive it before the weekend, you can click on the links,
and you will be helping us to reduce paper consumption. If
so, please register your interest via our website.

Carmel bulletin advertising
We will once again be including advertising from local
businesses in our Carmel Bulletin from the beginning of the
new financial year, 1 July 2023. If you are a local business
and would like to advertise with us for a fee, please contact
the parish office before 1 May 2023.

http://olmcwentyliturgy.org/triduum-volunteers
http://olmcwentyliturgy.org/contact
https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/why-we-have-child-safe-standards
https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/why-we-have-child-safe-standards
https://safeguarding.org.au/
https://safeguarding.org.au/
https://www.acsltd.org.au/services/professional-and-safeguarding-standards/national-catholic-safeguarding-standards/
https://www.acsltd.org.au/services/professional-and-safeguarding-standards/national-catholic-safeguarding-standards/
mailto:ocarmswenty@gmail.com
https://olmcwenty.org.au/connect/bulletin/


Volunteers still needed
Thank you to all those who have recently volunteered to
serve in one of several ministries. We are still looking for:
Altar Servers are needed for 8am Sunday Mass
Church Cleaners are needed a�er 9am Mass every second
Thursday. Next cleaning day is Thursday 9 March.
Readers and Commentators are needed for 6pm Saturday
and Sunday Masses.
Wardens are needed for the 6pm Sunday Mass.

If you can assist in any of these ministries, please contact
the parish office and we will put you in contact with the
coordinator.

Rosters for 11 and 12  March 2023

MASS ROLE VOLUNTEER

6pm
Vigil

Reader
Commentator
Communion

Trish Maldigri
Nelissa Almeida
May Pepin

8am

Reader
Commentator
Communion

Cecilia Cotter
Cat Paulo
Cathy Rossiter (Assembly)
Roslyn Khattar

10am

Reader
Commentator
Communion

Diana Bland
Skip Fernandes
Mary Vijila (Assembly)
Moira Peter

6pm
Reader
Commentator
Communion

Mark Attwood
Carmel Ruddy
Fran Sharpe

Thank you for your generosity
Last Weekʼs Donations to the Parish: $3309
Envelopes  and loose cash: $1540
Envelopes (cards): $70
Tap and Go: $970
Online donations: $729
Weekly target: $4000
Banking details for direct contributions are:
BSB: 067 950 Account Number: 00602
Account Name: Wentworthville Catholic Church.
So that we can acknowledge your generosity, please put
your name first and ʻdonationʼ if there is room.

Coming events
9 March Church cleaning a�er the 9am Mass

10 March Stations of the Cross at 9:30am and 7pm
(please note change of time).

15 March Taizé Prayer Service
29 March Penitential Service

Next weekʼs readings
Third Sunday of Lent, Year A
First Reading: Ex 17:3-7
Second Reading: Rom 5:1-2,5-8
Gospel: Jn 4:5-42

Project Compassion

This week through Project Compassion, we learn about
Tereesa, a Gamilaroi woman from Western Sydney who
struggled with homelessness while raising her four children
as a single mother.
Seeking a better future for her family, Tereesa joined
Baabayn Aboriginal Corporationʼs Young Mums and Bubs
Group, supported by Caritas Australia. Baabayn helped
Tereesa access housing and psychological support. Tereesa
was also able to hear stories from Indigenous Elders and
reconnect with her culture.
Today, Tereesa is studying a certificate in Community
Services so that she can strengthen her skills and give back
to her community. Tereesa now works at Baabayn,
supporting young mothers and mentoring the next
generation of young people.

🙌 Support Project Compassion today:
www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion

▶ Watch Tereesaʼs story here:

www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/tereesa-story-video

http://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion
http://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/tereesa-story-video


Please pray for
Those who are sick, especially Roseline Fernandez, Rohit
Singh, Natalie Bailey, Yolanda Gonzales, Edwin Macwan,
Sharon Dolan, Charlie Micallef, Sienna Calandruccio
Those who have died recently, especially Rhonda Parnis,
Thu Tran, Yu Lo Mai Ling, Soewanto Tio, Robbins David,
Noelene Lennon, Mary ʻLinaʼ Farrugia, Mo Chinh, Leticia
Gonzales de Patino, Lai Chi Victoire, Charlie Zammit,
Josephine Grech, Bernard Hope.
Our special intentions, especially Giovanna Belcastro,
Charlie Chetcuti, Joyce Cini, Mary & Frank Teuma, Tony &
Antonia Cini, Mary & Frank Camilleri, Doreen Camilleri,
Joseph Teuma, Louis Teuma, Joe & Maria Vella, Rosa Titan,
Sonia Spittle, Jesse & Kevin McManus, the Victims of the war
in Ukraine, and those affected by the earthquake in Türkiye
and Syria.

Around the Diocese

24 hours for the Lord at Schoenstatt,
Mulgoa

Come and spend some time with Our Lord and Our Lady in
the Schoenstatt Shrine: Friday 17 March 6pm Mass, then
Reconciliation 7:15 – 10.00pm. On Saturday Reconciliation
10am - 12pm, and 3pm - 4.45pm with a Vigil Mass at 5pm.
The Shrine will be welcoming people for prayer for the full
24 Hours. Groups to lead prayer are welcome. Contact
paulandramani@gmail.com

Employment Opportunity

Two employed roles are available, each 8-10 hours, or the
possibility of combining both roles.
Role 1: Maintenance and improvement works in the
buildings and grounds – Requires proven handy-person
skills with trade experience or equivalent.
Role 2: Cleaning and hygiene care for offices, bathrooms and
meeting areas – Requires practical experience and pride in
work.
Successful applicants will work closely united with the
parish team. Role descriptions available. Please contact
Christine via 96318135 or parishoffice@olqp.org.au

Connect with us
Online at www.olmcwenty.org.au
On Facebook, Twitter and Instagram @olmcwenty
Email ocarmswenty@gmail.com

Parish Office
Open Monday to Thursday, 8:30am to 4:30pm
Parish Office is closed Friday, Saturday and Sunday
Phone 9631 8302

in the care of the Carmelite Friars
Parish Priest: Fr. Januario Pinto O.Carm
Assistant Priest: Fr. Christian Marave O.Carm
In Community: Fr. Anthony Scerri O.Carm,
Fr. Paul Gurr O.Carm,
Fr. Wayne Stanhope O.Carm (at Jamberoo),
Fr. John Powell O.Carm (in Aged Care)
Parish Secretary: Paola Yévenes
Accounts: Genevieve Cosgrove

Liturgy times

Sunday Masses
Saturday: 6pm
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 6pm

Weekday Masses
Monday - Thursday and Saturday: 9am
Friday: 9:15am

Reconciliation
Saturday: a�er the 9am Mass

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Saturday: 8am

Rosary Group
Monday - Friday: 8am
Saturday: a�er the 9am Mass

Baptisms, Wedding and Funerals
On request

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Primary
School
Principal: Olimpia Pirovic
Phone 8832 1100

We acknowledge the Darug people as the original custodians
of this land and pay our respects to their elders past, present
and emerging.

mailto:paulandramani@gmail.com
mailto:parishoffice@olqp.org.au
http://www.olmcwenty.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/olmcwenty
https://twitter.com/olmcwenty?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3Aolmcwenty%7Ctwcon%5Es2
https://www.instagram.com/olmcwenty/
mailto:ocarmswenty@gmail.com

