
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wentworthville 

In the care of the Carmelites 
PARISH PRIEST:   Fr Denis Andrew OCarm 
ASSOCIATE PASTORS:  Fr Januario Pinto OCarm,  
CARMELITE COMMUNITY: Fr Anthony Scerri O Cam 
      Fr Paul Gurr O Carm 
PARISH SECRETARY:  Lyn Bryant (9.30am—5.30pm Tuesday to Friday) 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE:  Paola Yévenes 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL:  Olimpia Pirovic 

Phone:   9631 8302;  School:  8832 1100 

Email:  ocarms@tpg.com.au 

Web:   www.olmcwenty.org.au 

     www.facebook.com/olmcwenty  

    twitter.com/olmcwenty  

SUNDAY MASSES:  6pm (vigil), 8am, 10am, 6pm 

DAILY MASSES:  Monday to Thursday & Saturday 9am, Friday 9.15am 

RECONCILIATION:  Saturday 9.30am 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING 

The parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Wentworthville, is 

in the care of the Carmelites and part of Parramatta Catholic 

Diocese.  Therefore, we are committed to safeguarding children, 

young people and vulnerable adults in our care and ensuring 

that they feel and are safe. 

MONEY MATTERS: 
 Envelopes:          985                                         
 Loose:                 445           
 Tap and Go:               675       
 Bpoint :                      595 
Online Donations:    2,011   
        $4,711 
WEEKLY TARGET:  $4,000 
NOTE:   Banking details for direct contributions, are:  BSB:  
067 950;  Account Number:  00602;  Account Name:  
Wentworthville Catholic Church.  So that we can 
acknowledge your generosity, please put your name first 
and add donation if there is room. 

12.12.22—Choir practice for 9pm Christmas Eve Mass 
begins at 7.15 pm 

15.12.22—St Vincent de Paul Meeting 

15.12.22—Church Cleaning after 9am Mass 

  21.12.22—Penitential Service 7.30pm 

 

READERS & COMMENTATORS:  17th & 18th December 2022 

MASS TIME READER COMMENTATOR 

Saturday    6.00pm Judy Barden Vanessa D’Souza 

Sunday    8.00am Joshua Angelo Cecilia Cotter 

Sunday      10.00am Fiona Bylsma Clyde Fernandes 

Sunday        6.00pm Pam Colman Bimy Baby 

We welcome to the parish Fr Christian Marave.  Christian is a 
Carmelite from the Philippines who arrived in Australia last 
Tuesday. He has joined the Carmelite community in 
Wentworthville, and it is expected that he will spend the next 
two years in Wentworthville doing parish ministry. 

Christian’s home was about a 2-hour drive from Manila. He 
joined the Carmelites around 2011 and was ordained in July 
2020.  He was vocation director for the Philippines province 
and has taught philosophy at the seminary. One of Christian’s 
interests is hiking in the bush. 

Welcome Christian! 

I will finish my term as parish priest of Wentworthville on 
Christmas Day. I will head back to Melbourne to live in our 
parish of Middle Park – Port Melbourne. There are many 
aspects of Wentworthville parish that I will miss.  I have spent a 
fair chunk of my parish ministry time in Wentworthville: 
January 1981 to February 1986; January 2004 to May 2010 and 
December 2016 to December 2022, 17 years in total.  Alas, the 
recycling era has finished! 

Our Carmelite Provincial, Bruce Clark, is yet to finalise 
appointments in consultation with the Carmelite Provincial 
Council. However, we anticipate that in all likelihood Fr 
Januario (Janu) Pinto will be appointed as parish priest and be 
assisted by Fr Christian Marave. 

- Fr Denis Andrew O Carm 

Please be aware that the PARISH 
TOILETS ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR 
USE THIS WEEKEND, owing to an as 
yet,  unknown blockage.   We have our 
favourite plumber on the job and 
hopefully it will be all systems go again 
by the middle of the next week. 

However, in the meantime if you are 
caught short, the toilets at this end of 
the school building (between the hall 
and the school) will be open. 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL Christmas tree is 
in the parish centre. Gifts and hampers are no 
longer distributed from Wentworthville, but the 
team would be grateful if you could donate 
Coles or Woolworths gift cards.  There will be 
a  marked container near the tree.  Thank you 
for you generosity. 

 

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2023—Getting married in 2023? Let the 
Diocese of Parramatta help you prepare. Visit www.parracatholic.org/pmp to 
view weekend course dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked via the website. For 
more information, email met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0403 305 
431 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  

Glenwood-Stanhope Gardens Parish Carols by Candlelight—St John 
XXIII Parish, Glenwood-Stanhope Gardens, invites you to their annual 
Carols by Candlelight evening on Saturday 17 December at 7.30pm in the 
grounds of St John XXIII Catholic College, Stanhope Gardens. All are 
welcome to attend. For more information, contact the parish office on (02) 
8883 5981.  
Patrician Brothers College Blacktown Enrolment Opportunities—
Patrician Brothers College, Blacktown, has a small number of vacancies for 
Year 7 2023 and is accepting early applications for 2024. Contact the 
College Enrolment Department for more information on (02) 8811 0300, 
email patricianbros@parra.catholic.edu.au or https://forms.gle/
ANccWVNQBZjQ4pSD6   
Diocese of Parramatta WYD23 Pilgrimage Registrations Open—
Registration for WYD23 in Lisbon has now opened. Young people aged 16-
35 can now view the itinerary, inclusions, indicative pricing, register and pay 
their $800 deposit to secure their place. Limited spaces still available to join 
the team of 170 pilgrims with Bishop Vincent. Visit www.parrawyd.org  
Mass available for the Nigerian Catholic Community—The Nigerian 
Catholic community come together to celebrate Mass every 2nd & 4th 
Sunday of the month at 11am at Holy Family Church, South Granville, 200 
The Trongate, Granville. For more information, please contact community 
chaplain Fr Chinonye Akamadu on 0451 174 438 or 
chuk.akamadu@parracatholic.org or Stella Nwosu on 0405 478 472  

 
 

 
“Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone else?” This is the 
question John the Baptist asks of Jesus in this week’s gospel as he lay languishing in prison 
near the end of his life.  John the Baptist featured in the gospels of the first two Sundays of 
Advent this year. We found him a fiery and rather odd character who is difficult to get our 
heads around.  But now towards the end of his life John might be mellowing. 
 
Last week we witnessed the start of the career of John the Baptist and he seemed quite 
confident about Jesus.  John said he was the Messiah, the Christ, the long-awaited saviour 
of his people who would turn out to be a great leader.  But then during the next three years 

Jesus operated in a way that caused John to have doubts.  He was not fire and brimstone material.  He did not try to influence the 
politically powerful and important people in Jewish society.  In fact, at times Jesus must have seemed to John to be nothing like a 
leader. Instead Jesus sought out the marginalised and least powerful in society, the lowly, the needy, the oppressed and destitute. He 
talked about a God in whose kingdom everyone was welcome.  It was a kingdom that did not need ritual purity, loud prayers in the 
Temple or fulfilling difficult religious laws.  Rather it was a kingdom of the heart which required an internal, spiritual transformation 
of attitudes and values which would give us a right relationship with the earth, with neighbours, with family, and the Creator.  He 
talked about leadership in terms of service, not power.  And so towards the end of his life we find John the Baptist with doubts about 
Jesus and so he sent his disciples to ask the question of Jesus “Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone 
else?” 
 
I guess this mirrors our own journey through life to some extent, and each Christmas we get to ask the same question of Jesus for 
ourselves, “Are you the one who is to come, or have I got to wait for someone else?” 

 - Fr Denis Andrew O Carm 

 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING 

The third of the 10 National Safeguarding Standards commits 
organisations to a transparent model of information sharing. 

STANDARD TWO: Families and communities are informed and 
involved. 

What does this mean?  Staff in child safe organisations understand 
that parents, carers and other important people in a child’s life have 
the primary responsibility for raising their children. A child safe 
organisation talks to, consults with and invites the participation of 
families, caregivers and the broader community to promote the 
rights of children. (From Office of the Children's Guardian) 

What does this look like? Our parish actively involves families and 
communities. Our staff and community is diverse, we encourage 
people with a variety of abilities to participate in the life of the 
parish. 

Questions to discuss with your child/ren: Do you feel that your 
family is welcome in our parish? Do we celebrate special days? Can 
you see any posters, flyers or information about child safety around 
the parish? 

You can learn more about Safeguarding on the Parramatta Diocese 
website, from the Australian Catholic Safeguarding Ltd (ACSL) 
website, or by contacting the parish ocarms@tpg.com.au. 

- Paola Yévenes  (Pastoral Associate) 

Please remember those who are in ill health, 
especially: John & Jacob Borg, David Saville, Rohit 
Singh, Natalie Bailey, Yolanda Gonzales, Edwin 
Macwan,  George & Shirley Issa,  Sharon Dolan, 
Charlie Micallef,  Sienna Calandruccio and all who 
are sick. 
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We often advertise that parishioners are welcome to place 
plaques in the Memorial Garden, to remember loved ones . 
. . until now.  Unfortunately, we are having a lot of trouble 
sourcing a black granite sheet on which  the plaques are 
displayed.  We have virtually run out of space for any more 
plaques.   
So, until we can get a granite sheet, we will have to put 
orders on hold.  Watch this space for an update! 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS: 
4th Sunday of Advent Yr A 
1st Reading: Isaiah 7:  10—14 
2nd Reading: Romans 1:  1—7 
Gospel: Matthew 1:  18—24 

Monday:  Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Tuesday:  St Lucy 
Wednesday:  St John of the Cross 
Thursday: *Bl Mary Frances Schervier 
Friday:   St Adelaide 
Saturday:  St Olympias 
Sunday: 4th Sunday of Advent Yr A 

Other Intentions 
Thanksgiving:  In Honour of St Anthony 

Special Intentions:  Maria Fernandes, Evelyn Garaicoa, Dias 
Family 

  

  

  

Recently Deceased:  Ponciano Pamute, Rhonda Parnis, Lai Chai 
Wan (Christiane Victoire), William Bennett, Bahia Tobbaji, 
Nancy Surace, Josephine (Violet) Grech, Bernard Hope, Robert 
Bodilly, Anna Parella, Peter Patel, V P Kanniah (Penang),   

Anniversaries & Memorials:  Victims of the war in Ukraine, 
Belisario Garaicoa, Stella Galea, Richard, Marceline & Noel de 
Souza, John Portelli, Issac Fernandez, Brian Bainy, Antonio 
Ilacqua, Mary Carlino, Anthony, Antonia Deguara, Monica & 
Catherine Kong, Rajendran, Miriam Morgan, Emmanuel 
Sultana, Brian Bourke, Doris Vella, Juliana Akor, Francis Xavier 
Fernandes, Sinfarosa & Lawrence Dias, Dias Family, Inancio, 
Sacramenta & Ilda Bocarro, Bocarro Family, Danny & John 
Doolub, Joyce, Tony & and Antonia Cini, Mary & Frank Teuma, 
Charlie Sultana, Michael & Carmen Attard, Frank & Pauline 
Vella, Rani Sathi, Pushpa Kantha, Anthony Peter, Connie 
Bezzina & Jeanne Black, Pauline Grech, Renato Zammit, 
Francesca Zammit, Concetta & Joseph Sciberras, Joseph & 
Josephine Gauci, Holy Souls in Purgatory & All Souls, All Saints 

A Question of Faith 
 “Are you the one who is to come?” is among the 
most fascinating questions in the New Testament. 
First, it is the question on the minds of anyone who 
encounters Jesus (then and now). A simple yes or 
no would suffice, but in typical Jesus fashion the 
answer is rich, layered, and challenging. We all are 
looking for a Messiah, but is one who cures and 
comforts outcasts the person we had in mind? 
Basically, Jesus’ message to John is: “Here are the 
facts. It is for you to decide”. 

Second, what is so amazing about John’s question 
is the level of trust it implies. John was confident 
Jesus would tell him the truth. In fact, John already 
knew the truth. If he hadn’t been convinced Jesus 
was the Messiah, he would not have posed the 
question. 
When you find yourself in doubt who Jesus is, first 
think about Jesus’ answer to John: Is the one who 
brings good news to the poor, helps the blind see, 
and deaf hear the saviour you had in mind? If not, 
then perhaps you’re on the wrong path – or more 
probably unaware of your own needs. Second think 
about John’s question. If you are asking Jesus 
whether or not he is your saviour, chances are you 
already know the answer. 

- from GPBS eNews (with permission) 

Join the Catholic Bushwalking Club  
  
The Sydney-based Catholic Bushwalking Club  is seeking 
new members to join their club. Membership is not restricted 
to Catholics, and is open to all who share an interest in 
bushwalking and the outdoors. Membership offers a choice of 
graded walks for a variety of fitness levels on most weekends, 
and some on weekdays. To learn more about the Club and to 
become a member, visit http://www.cbcnsw.org.au/ or call 
Adriana on 0478 919 427.  

Can You Assist at our Christmas Masses? 

We’re looking for people to assist in a variety of ministries 
at Christmas.  If you can assist, check the sign-up sheet in 
the parish centre and volunteer today. 

Over the past couple of years, we have had a roster for Communion 
Ministers at Sunday Masses.  This has been to try and share the role 
fairly between everyone who wishes to serve. 

If you are already registered as a Communion Minister and your 
email address is on our ministry list, we contacted you last week 
regarding the next roster, which begins in January.  If you are already 
on the roster and want to continue to serve, then there’s nothing more 
you need to do. 

Otherwise, if you would like to return to or join our Communion 
ministry, please contact the liturgy committee this week at 
olmcwentyliturgy.org/contact, or call the parish office. 
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