
19.12.22—Choir practice for 9pm Christmas Eve Mass 
begins at 7.15 pm 

21.12.22—Penitential Service 7.30pm 

29.12.22—St Vincent de Paul Meeting 

29.12.22—Church Cleaning after 9am Mass 

  

MONEY MATTERS: 
 Envelopes:            670                                      
 Loose:                   695        
 Tap and Go:                 665     
 Online Donations:       550 
         $2,580 

WEEKLY TARGET:  $4,000 

NOTE:   Banking details for direct contributions, are:  BSB:  
067 950;  Account Number:  00602;  Account Name:  
Wentworthville Catholic Church.  So that we can 
acknowledge your generosity, please put your name first 
and add donation if there is room. 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING 

The parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Wentworthville, 

is in the care of the Carmelites and part of Parramatta 

Catholic Diocese.  Therefore, we are committed to 

safeguarding children, young people and vulnerable adults 

in our care and ensuring that they feel and are safe. 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wentworthville 

In the care of the Carmelites 
PARISH PRIEST:   Fr Denis Andrew OCarm 
ASSOCIATE PASTORS:  Fr Januario Pinto OCarm,  
CARMELITE COMMUNITY: Fr Anthony Scerri O Cam 
      Fr Paul Gurr O Carm 
PARISH SECRETARY:  Lyn Bryant (9.30am—5.30pm Tuesday to Friday) 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE:  Paola Yévenes 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL:  Olimpia Pirovic 

Phone:   9631 8302;  School:  8832 1100 

Email:  ocarms@tpg.com.au 

Web:   www.olmcwenty.org.au 

     www.facebook.com/olmcwenty  

    twitter.com/olmcwenty  

SUNDAY MASSES:  6pm (vigil), 8am, 10am, 6pm 

DAILY MASSES:  Monday to Thursday & Saturday 9am, Friday 9.15am 

RECONCILIATION:  Saturday 9.30am 

 

Announcement of Australian Carmelite Provincial  

Our newly elected Australian Carmelite Provincial, Fr Bruce Clark, met 
with his Provincial Council in Melbourne this week.  As a result, Bruce 
made the following announcement on Thursday as to the Carmelites 
who will be primarily responsible for parish ministry in Wentworthville: 

In light of Denis Andrew’s approaching retirement as parish priest 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Wentworthville, on the 26th 
December 2022 we have asked Januario Pinto to be the parish 
priest with his appointment beginning on 26th December 2022.  We 
thank Januario for his willingness to take on this new challenge 
and responsibility.  Father Christian Marave O Carm, from the 
Philippines Province, has joined the community in Wentworthville 
last week and once he has his faculties of the Diocese of 
Parramatta, he will be appointed to ministry in the parish of 
Wentworthville. We welcome Christian to our Province and thank 
him for his willingness to be part of our life and ministry in 
Australia. 

We congratulate Januario on his appointment as parish priest.  Janu 
has had excellent experience in the Carmelite parish of Coorparoo in 
Brisbane and now in Wentworthville.  I am sure he will make an 
excellent parish priest.  Fr Bruce and the Council will meet again in 
February.  After that we expect an announcement will be made as to 
any other Carmelites who might also be living in the Carmelite 
community. 

Again, we welcome to the parish Fr Christian Marave.  Christian arrived 
in Australia last week. Christian’s home in the Philippines was about a 2
-hour drive from Manila.  He joined the Carmelites around 2011 and 
was ordained in July 2020. He was vocation director for the Philippines 
province and has taught philosophy at the seminary.  One of Christian’s 
interests is hiking in the bush. 

As I said last week, I will miss Wentworthville parish.  I have spent a 
major part of the time that I spent in parish ministry here, from January 
1981 to February 1986; January 2004 to May 2010 and December 
2016 to December 2022.  I will move from here to live in our parish of 
Port Melbourne, Middle Park straight after Christmas. And like most of 
the other Carmelites, I will no doubt find plenty of opportunities and 
occasions to come back and visit Wenty. 

- Denis Andrew O. Carm. 

 

READERS & COMMENTATORS:  24th & 25th December 2022 

MASS TIME READER COMMENTATOR 

Saturday    5.00pm   

Saturday    7.00pm Janine Hanna Robert Hanna 

Saturday     9.00pm David Rodrigues  

Sunday        8.00am Cat Paulo Bimy Baby 

Sunday      10.00am Angela Carlino Clyde Fernandes 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL Christmas tree is in the 
parish centre. Gifts and hampers 
are no longer distributed from 
Wentworthville, but the team 
would be grateful if you could 
donate Coles or Woolworths gift 
cards.  There will be a  marked 
container near the tree.  Thank you for you generosity. 

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2023—Getting married in 2023? Let the 
Diocese of Parramatta help you prepare. Visit www.parracatholic.org/pmp to 
view weekend course dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked via the website. For 
more information, email met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0403 305 
431 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  

Patrician Brothers College Blacktown Enrolment Opportunities—
Patrician Brothers College, Blacktown, has a small number of vacancies for 
Year 7 2023 and is accepting early applications for 2024. Contact the 
College Enrolment Department for more information on (02) 8811 0300, 
email patricianbros@parra.catholic.edu.au or https://forms.gle/
ANccWVNQBZjQ4pSD6   
Diocese of Parramatta WYD23 Pilgrimage Registrations Open—
Registration for WYD23 in Lisbon has now opened. Young people aged 16-
35 can now view the itinerary, inclusions, indicative pricing, register and pay 
their $800 deposit to secure their place. Limited spaces still available to join 
the team of 170 pilgrims with Bishop Vincent. Visit www.parrawyd.org  
Mass available for the Nigerian Catholic Community—The Nigerian 
Catholic community come together to celebrate Mass every 2nd & 4th 
Sunday of the month at 11am at Holy Family Church, South Granville, 200 
The Trongate, Granville. For more information, please contact community 
chaplain Fr Chinonye Akamadu on 0451 174 438 or 
chuk.akamadu@parracatholic.org or Stella Nwosu on 0405 478 472  
Faith and formation session for Catholic Healthcare professionals:   
You are invited to a faith and formation session for those who work and 
volunteer in the health care ministries of the Church on Saturday 11 
February, from 9am to 10.30am at the All Saints of Africa Centre, 51-59 
Allawah Street, Blacktown. Join us afterwards for the World Day of the Sick 
Mass at St Patrick’s Church, Blacktown. Please RSVP for catering purposes 
by 6 February to met@parracatholic.org. For enquiries, please contact 
Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org   
 

 

 

This Sunday’s Gospel comes straight after Matthew has given us the genealogy of Jesus to 
prove that he is descendant from David, as promised in the Old Testament.  Matthew is writing 
his Gospel for converted Jews who were constantly being told by their fellow non-converted 
Jews that Jesus could not be the Messiah for various reasons including the irregular manner of 
his birth.  In today’s Gospel Matthew shows the converted Jews and us that Jesus was indeed 
the Messiah because he fulfilled the prophecy in Isaiah which said, “Look! The virgin is with 
child and will give birth to a son whom they will call Immanuel”.  This virgin, Matthew is 
telling us, is Mary who has conceived by the Holy Spirit, and the child is Jesus whose name 
means “God saves”.  

We are then presented with the wonderful person of Joseph who, we are told, is just.  According 
to the law, Joseph had to denounce Mary to the authorities who then would have stoned Mary and the child to death.  Joseph’s justice 
lies in the fact that he understands what Jesus later preached, namely the law is not sufficient, but that love and respect for others is 
more important than observance of the law.  Jesus later says, “If your justice is not greater than that of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
you will not enter the kingdom of heaven”. 

From today’s Gospel, we may draw the lesson that our lives must be in tune with God’s will, so that when the Spirit speaks to us we 
may be able to listen,  not to our voice, but to the voice of God who sometimes directs our lives in unexpected ways. Today’s Gospel 
also tells us that observance of the law, even in serious matters, is not enough. The law of love and respect for others takes precedence 
over all other laws. 

- Fr Anthony Scerri O Carm  

 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal for the 
Homeless 

 No one should be homeless or without support. Your Christmas 
gift today will enable Catholic Care to give 
homeless people practical and emotional support, 
and a safe place to call home. Please reach out  to 
the poor and give generously via the Bishop’s 
Christmas Appeal envelopes, at 
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan this 

QR code. Thank you for your prayers, heart-felt compassion, 
and help to end homelessness . 

God With Us 

All four candles on the Advent wreath are brightly shining. The 
anticipation for Christmas is growing more intense. As the shopping 
centres get busier, the parties become more frequent, and the carols 
are sung louder and louder, how do we stay grounded in the quiet 
waiting of this season? 
One way to stay centred in the spirit of Advent is to reflect on a single 
word: Emmanuel, which literally means “God with us”. In one night, in 
one small child, in a humble stable, God came among all people in 
the most intimate way possible – as one of us. God, right here in our 
midst! 
Emmanuel in our joy.   Emmanuel in our suffering.   Emmanuel in our 
celebration.   Emmanuel in our loneliness.   Emmanuel in our song.   
Emmanuel in our silence.   Emmanuel in our work and school.   
Emmanuel in our home.    God is with us in everything and through 
everything! 
 In these final days of Advent, it can be very difficult to keep a sense 
of quiet and prayer with so much seasonal activity going on. Think 
about all the ways God is truly with you this week. Think about the 
ways you can make God’s presence known to those around you. 
Think about the ways you can keep the spirit of Advent alive even as 
everything around you speaks of Christmas. 

- from GPBS eNews (with permission) 
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We often advertise that parishioners are welcome to place 

plaques in the Memorial Garden, to remember loved ones . . . 

until now.  Unfortunately, we are having a lot of trouble 

sourcing a black granite sheet on which  the plaques are 

displayed.  We have virtually run out of space for any more 

plaques.   

Monday:  Bl Urban V 
Tuesday:  St Dominic of Silos 
Wednesday:  *St Peter Canisius 
Thursday: Bl Jacopone da Todi 
Friday:   St John Kanty 
Saturday:  Christmas Eve 
Sunday: Nativity of the Lord 

Other Intentions 
Thanksgiving:  In Honour of St Anthony 

Special Intentions:  Madelyn-Rose, Levi & Kaitelyn Tuyai, 
Ursula &  John Tuyau (50th Wedding Anniversary), Paul & 
Laura Eid 

  

  

  

Recently Deceased:  Vince Gurr, Leanne Cox, Bernard 
Weatherall, Mo Chinh, Leticia Gonzalez-Patino, Ponciano 
Pamute, Rhonda Parnis, Lai Chai Wan (Christiane Victoire), 
William Bennett, Bahia Tobbaji, Nancy Surace, Josephine 
(Violet) Grech, Bernard Hope, Robert Bodilly 

 Anniversaries & Memorials:  Victims of the war in Ukraine, 
Stella Galea, Soundram John, Pasqua Rosen, Anne Cassar, 
Anthony Peter, Yves Gelle, John Power,  Charlie Zammit, Monica 
& Catherine Kong, Rajendran, Joyce, Tony & and Antonia Cini, 
Mary & Frank Teuma, Charlie Sultana, Michael & Carmen 
Attard, Frank & Pauline Vella, Rani Sathi, Pushpa Kantha, 
Anthony Peter, Connie Bezzina & Jeanne Black, Pauline Grech, 
Renato Zammit, Francesca Zammit, Concetta & Joseph 
Sciberras, Joseph & Josephine Gauci, Holy Souls in Purgatory 
& All Souls, All Saints 

  
The Sydney
new members to join their club. Membership is not restricted 
to Catholics, and is open to all who share an interest in 
bushwalking and the outdoors. Membership offers a choice of 
graded walks for a variety of fitness levels on most weekends, 
and some on weekdays. To learn more about the Club and to 
become a member, visit 
Adriana on 0478 919 427.

 

 

It has taken all week to fix the blockage in the church toilets. It was 
a major operation involving Steve Magri our parish plumber, 
specialist plumbers and Sydney Water. 

The male toilet is available for use this weekend. 

Unfortunately  the female toilet is not available. It had to be removed 
for the repair and has to be cemented back into place and this will 
not be set until early next week. 

In the meantime the outside parish toilets in the school yard will be 
available again. 

Thank you for your patience and hopeful financial support for the 
large bill to fix this problem. 

- Fr Denis Andrew O Carm (Parish Priest) 

RECENTLY DECEASED 

We were saddened to learn of the death of Fr Paul Gurr’s 
brother Vince in Maitland this week. Vince was 86 years old. 

We pray for both Vince and Paul at this time. 

 

Wednesday 21/12/22:    

      Advent Penitential Service     7.30pm 

 

Saturday 24/12/22: 

      No Morning Mass or Reconciliation     

  

Christmas Eve Masses Saturday 24/12/22: 

       Family Mass               5.00pm  

       Vigil Mass        7.00pm  

      Mass during the night      9.00pm  

   

 Christmas Day Masses Sunday 25/12/22: 

    Christmas Day Masses      8.00am & 10.00am 

 (No  evening Mass on Christmas Day) 

 

ANNIVERSARY 

We welcome the family of Stella Galea to the 10am Mass 
this Sunday 18th December. They gather to remember and 
pray for Stella on the second anniversary of her death. 

- Fr Denis Andrew O Carm 
 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING 

This weekend, we are pleased to Commission our Parish Safeguarding 
Officer, Moira Peter. 

Moira will be commissioned at the 10am Mass on Sunday. Moira, along 
with the Parish Team, will be the main point-of-contact for anyone who 
would like to report or enquire about any misconduct towards any child, 
young person or vulnerable adult. Moira can be contacted via email 
ocarms@tpg.com.au. Please remember, however, that 
SAFEGUARDING IS EVERYONE'S RESPONSIBILITY. 

Please join us in wishing Moira all the best with this very serious and 
important role. 

In the new year, we will continue to highlight one aspect of the 10 
safeguarding standards, but in the meantime, please help yourself to 
our resources available in the parish centre. 

-- Paola Yévenes (Pastoral Associate ) 

Please remember those who are in ill health, 
especially: John & Jacob Borg, David Saville, 
Rohit Singh, Natalie Bailey, Yolanda Gonzales, 
Edwin Macwan,  George & Shirley Issa,  Sharon 
Dolan, Charlie Micallef,  Sienna Calandruccio 
and all who are sick. 
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