
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wentworthville 

In the care of the Carmelites 
PARISH PRIEST:   Fr Denis Andrew OCarm 
ASSOCIATE PASTORS:  Fr Januario Pinto OCarm,  
CARMELITE COMMUNITY: Fr Anthony Scerri O Cam 
      Fr Paul Gurr O Carm 
PARISH SECRETARY:  Lyn Bryant (9.30am—5.30pm Tuesday to Friday) 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE:  Paola Yévenes 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL:  Olimpia Pirovic 

Phone:   9631 8302;  School:  8832 1100 

Email:  ocarms@tpg.com.au 

Web:   www.olmcwenty.org.au 

     www.facebook.com/olmcwenty  

    twitter.com/olmcwenty  

SUNDAY MASSES:  6pm (vigil), 8am, 10am, 6pm 

DAILY MASSES:  Monday to Thursday & Saturday 9am, Friday 9.15am 

RECONCILIATION:  Saturday 9.30am 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING 
The parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Wentworthville, is 

in the care of the Carmelites and part of Parramatta Catholic 

Diocese.  Therefore, we are committed to safeguarding children, 

young people and vulnerable adults in our care and ensuring 

that they feel and are safe. 

MONEY MATTERS: 
 Envelopes:           980                                      
 Loose:                  635         
 Tap and Go:                660      
 Bpoint :                       150 
Online Donations:    1,120  
        $3,545 
WEEKLY TARGET:  $4,000 
NOTE:   Banking details for direct contributions, are:  BSB:  
067 950;  Account Number:  00602;  Account Name:  
Wentworthville Catholic Church.  So that we can 
acknowledge your generosity, please put your name first 
and add donation if there is room. 

 5.12.22—Choir practice for 9pm 
Christmas Eve Mass begins at 7.15 pm 

15.12.22—St Vincent de Paul Meeting 

  21.12.22—Penitential Service 7.30pm 

 

READERS & COMMENTATORS:  10th & 11th  December 2022 

MASS TIME READER COMMENTATOR 

Saturday    6.00pm Nelissa Almeida Trish Maldigri 

Sunday     8.00am David Rodrigues Michelle Rodrigues 

Sunday           10.00am Shayna Peter Moira Peter 

Sunday            6.00pm Mark Attwood Carmel Ruddy 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING 

The second of the 10 National Safeguarding Standards directly involves 
children in the decision-making process of keeping them safe. Please 
note that children are not expected to take responsibility for their own 
Safeguarding, but they are encouraged to speak-up about any 
concerns, recommendations and opinions they may have about 
Safeguarding children, young adults and vulnerable adults. 

STANDARD ONE: Children participate in decisions affecting them, 
and are taken seriously. 
What does this mean? Children are safer when organisations teach 
them about their rights to be heard, listened to and believed. A child safe 
organisation actively seeks the opinions of children and when doing so 
considers their age, development, maturity, understanding, abilities and 
how they communicate. Children are encouraged and supported to 
regularly contribute to decisions that affect them.  
  From Office of the Children's Guardian).   
What does this look like? Children’s participation is embedded in 
organisational practice through feedback mechanisms. Opportunities 
are created for children to be included in organisational decision-
making. Children are given information on internal and external support 
services. 

Questions to discuss with your child/ren: Do you know who to talk to if 
you don’t feel safe? Are you able to discuss your safety with trusted 
adults, even if it’s difficult discussion? Can you find more information 
about Safeguarding around the church? 

 **You can learn more about Safeguarding on the Parramatta Diocese 
website, from the Australian Catholic Safeguarding Ltd (ACSL) website, 
or by contacting the parish ocarms@tpg.com.au 

- Paola Yevenes (Pastoral Associate) 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL are having there Christmas tree put up 
shortly. Gifts and hampers are no longer distributed 
from Wentworthville, but the team would be grateful 
if you could donate Coles or Woolworths gift cards.  
There will be a  marked container near the tree.  
Thank you for you generosity. 
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This liturgical year we are reading the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew was a Jew, writing for Jews 
who followed Jesus, and, therefore, people who knew the Old Testament well. Thus, the Gospel 
of today begins with Matthew telling us that John the Baptist is the fulfilment of the prophecy of 
Isaiah, “A voice cries in the desert, prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths strait.” In this 
way Matthew is identifying John the Baptist as the prophet who is to come to prepare the way 
for the coming of the Redeemer.  

John prepares the way for the Lord by preaching repentance. The word ‘repentance’ does not 
translate the original Greek word metanoia, which does not mean just saying sorry, but means to 
change ones heart, ones life. That is why John calls the Pharisees and the Sadducees who come 
to him for baptism, “Brood of vipers!” The Pharisees and the Sadducees have no intention of 

changing their way of life according to the will of God.  

The message of John and of Advent to us is to repent, not just go to confession and say to God sorry, and then  go about our business as 
before. The repentance asked of us during Advent in preparation for the celebration of Christmas is to see where we fail God and 
ourselves, and to make  a strong resolve, with the help of God’s grace, to change our ways, to listen to what Jesus and Spirit are telling 
us, and to follow that way in our daily lives, our daily contacts with people. 

- Fr Anthony Scerri O Carm 

Catholic Women’s League Diocese of Parramatta Christmas 
Luncheon—The CWL, Diocese of Parramatta, invites you to its fun and 
friendly Christmas Luncheon at St Anthony of Padua Parish Hall, 27 
Aurelia Street, Toongabbie, on Wednesday 7/12/22 from 12noon.  Lunch  
$20 per person, with the CWL subsidising most of the cost.. Enquiries, and 
bookings (individually or a table), contact Lyn on 0412 689 261.  

 SAVE THE DATE – Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass—A Mass for 
the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick, will be held on Saturday 11 February 2023 at St Patrick’s Church, 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown. All are welcome, including 
those who may be sick, and those who care for the sick and dying and 
health care professionals. More information to come  Marriage 

Preparation Courses in 2023—Getting married in 2023? Let the Diocese 
of Parramatta help you prepare. Visit www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view 
weekend course dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked via the website. For 
more information, email met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0403 
305 431 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  

Glenwood-Stanhope Gardens Parish Carols by Candlelight—St John 
XXIII Parish, Glenwood-Stanhope Gardens, invites you to their annual 
Carols by Candlelight evening on Saturday 17 December at 7.30pm in the 
grounds of St John XXIII Catholic College, Stanhope Gardens. All are 
welcome to attend. For more information, contact the parish office on (02) 
8883 5981.  
Patrician Brothers College Blacktown Enrolment Opportunities—
Patrician Brothers College, Blacktown, has a small number of vacancies 
for Year 7 2023 and is accepting early applications for 2024. Contact the 
College Enrolment Department for more information on (02) 8811 0300, 
email patricianbros@parra.catholic.edu.au or https://forms.gle/
ANccWVNQBZjQ4pSD6   
Catholic Theological College Information Session—The Catholic 
Theological College is hosting an online information session ‘CTC 2023 
Find Your Path’ on Monday 5/12/22 at 730pm AEDT. The event will be an 
ideal opportunity to explore the possibilities offered at CTC for personal, 
theological, and spiritual development through a range of undergraduate 
and postgraduate courses. Registration is essential via ctc.edu.au.  

Join the Catholic Bushwalking Club  
  
The Sydney-based Catholic Bushwalking Club  is seeking new 
members to join their club. Membership is not restricted to 
Catholics, and is open to all who share an interest in bushwalking 
and the outdoors. Membership offers a choice of graded walks 
for a variety of fitness levels on most weekends, and some on 
weekdays. To learn more about the Club and to become a 
member, visit http://www.cbcnsw.org.au/ or call Adriana on 0478 
919 427.  

- Positions Vacant -  

Parish Bookkeeper—Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish, Wentworthville –Part Time (2 days per week) 
• A vital ‘Can-do’ role;   
• Compassion, discretion & confidentiality. 
If you would like more information, a copy of the full job 
description or to have a confidential chat, email 
Deeanne  Martin at parracatholicjobs@parracatholic.org  
Applications Close 10pm Tuesday 6 December 2022. 

Personal Assistant— Sisters of Mercy Parramatta. Full-
time position and based at Parramatta.  
Please contact Anthony Spata at REACH Human Resources 
for further information on 0402 210 055.  

Quotes on Peace 
Peace begins with a smile.  - Mother Teresa 

Reality leaves a lot to the imagination.  -  John Lennon 

Peace begins when expectation ends.  - Sri Chinmoy 

Pause and find the blessings of today.  - Anon 
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We often advertise that parishioners are welcome to place plaques 
in the Memorial Garden, to remember loved ones . . . until now.  
Unfortunately, we are having a lot of trouble sourcing a black 
granite sheet on which  the plaques are displayed.  We have 
virtually run out of space for any more plaques.   
So, until we can get a granite sheet, we will have to put orders on 
hold.  Watch this space for an update! 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS: 
3rd Sunday of Advent Yr A 
1st Reading: Isaiah 35:  1—6, 10 
2nd Reading: James 5:  7—10 
Gospel: Matthew 11:  2—11 

Monday:  *Bl Bartholomew Fanti 
Tuesday:  St Nicholas 
Wednesday:  St Ambrose 
Thursday:  Immaculate Conception of BVM 
Friday:   St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin) 
Saturday:  Our Lady of Loreto 
Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent Yr A 

Other Intentions 
Thanksgiving:  In Honour of St Anthony 

Special Intentions:  Vance Family, John & Jacob Borg (Sick), 
Rachelle, Matilda & Eva Tuyau, David & Carol Saville 

We’re looking for people who would like 

to sing at our Christmas Mass During 

the Night on Christmas Eve at 9:00 pm.  

Choir practice will be on Monday 5, 12 

and 19 December from 7:15 – 8:30 pm in 

the church.  If you enjoy singing and 

would like to take part, then please 

come along.  Contact Robert for more 

information by visiting olmcwentyliturgy.org/contact 

  

  

  

Recently Deceased:  Ponciano Pamute, Rhonda Parnis, Lai Chai 
Wan (Christiane Victoire), William Bennett, Bahia Tobbaji, 
Nancy Surace, Josephine (Violet) Grech, Bernard Hope, Robert 
Bodilly, Anna Parella, Peter Patel, V P Kanniah (Penang),   

Anniversaries & Memorials:  Victims of the war in Ukraine, 
Stella Galea, Roy Bornefeldt, Anthony, Monica & Catherine 
Kong, Mary Francis Vella, Franciszek Owoc, Pasqua Rosen, Eva 
Joy Joseph, Noel de Souza, Stella Galea, Joseph Calleja, Joseph 
& Mary Mangion, Tony Touma, John Touma, Tran Family, Joyce, 
Tony & and Antonia Cini, Mary & Frank Teuma, Joseph & Louis 
Teuma, Mary, Frank & Doreen Camilleri, Charlie Sultana, 
Michael & Carmen Attard, Frank & Pauline Vella, Rani Sathi, 
Pushpa Kantha, Anthony Peter, Connie Bezzina & Jeanne Black, 
Pauline Grech, Renato Zammit, Francesca Zammit, Concetta & 
Joseph Sciberras, Joseph & Josephine Gauci, Holy Souls in 
Purgatory & All Souls, All Saints 

 World Youth Day 2023  

Bishop Vincent has announced a pilgrimage to the next World 
Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal from July 21 – August 11, 2023. 
Young people 16-35 and their families are encouraged to learn 
more at www.parrawyd.org.  Express your interest today! 
Contact James Camden, Head of Mission Engagement at 
 james.camden@parracatholic.org  

The Wolf and the Lamb 
  
If Jesus is the Lamb of God, John the Baptist is the 
wolf. He stands alone as an inter-testamental figure, 
more like the prophets of the Hebrew scriptures than 
the evangelists of Christianity. There is no evidence 
that he ever became a disciple of Jesus. In fact, the 
evidence points to his retaining his own following up 
to the time of his execution. He is the finger of God, 
pointing to the new revelation, but he stands apart 
from it, howling out warnings about the scourge to 
come. 
John was no prophet of gentle messages, of love and 
forgiveness. He came to drown the devil in the 
flesh, and raise up a nation of spirit prepared to meet 
its Maker. He lived in the wild, dressed and ate like a 
wild man. He hurled untamed words at the powerful 
people of his day, and they trembled. He was raw 
authority, and many people walked into the Jordan, 
convinced by his charisma or afraid of his warnings. 
In the end, the wolf of God would decrease, as the 
Lamb would increase. For only a brief hour, they 
browsed together, sharing the message, “The reign 
of God is at hand”. 

- from GPBS eNews (with permission) 

  No one should be homeless or without support. Your 
Christmas gift today will enable Catholic Care to give 
homeless people practical and emotional support, 
and a safe place to call home. Please stretch out your 
hand to the poor and give generously via the Bishop’s 

Christmas Appeal envelopes, at yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/
appeal or scan this QR code. Thank you for your prayers, heart-felt 
compassion, and help to end homelessness.   

Please remember those who are in ill health, 
especially: John & Jacob Borg, David Saville, 
Rohit Singh, Natalie Bailey, Yolanda Gonzales, 
Edwin Macwan,   Sharon Dolan, Charlie Micallef,  
Sienna Calandruccio and all who are sick. 
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