Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wentworthville

In the care of the Carmelites
PARISH PRIEST:
Fr Denis Andrew OCarm
ASSOCIATE PASTORS:
Fr Januario Pinto OCarm,
CARMELITE COMMUNITY:
Fr Anthony Scerri O Cam
Fr Paul Gurr O Carm
PARISH SECRETARY:
Lyn Bryant (9.30am—5.30pm Tuesday to Friday)
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Paola Yévenes
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL:
Olimpia Pirovic
Phone:
9631 8302; School: 8832 1100
Email:
ocarms@tpg.com.au
Web:
www.olmcwenty.org.au
www.facebook.com/olmcwenty
twitter.com/olmcwenty
SUNDAY MASSES: 6pm (vigil), 8am, 10am, 6pm
DAILY MASSES:
Monday to Thursday & Saturday 9am, Friday 9.15am
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 9.30am

PARISH SAFEGUARDING
The parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Wentworthville, is
in the care of the Carmelites and part of Parramatta Catholic
Diocese. Therefore, we are committed to safeguarding children,
young people and vulnerable adults in our care and ensuring
that they feel and are safe.

MONEY MATTERS:
Last Tuesday morning we gathered at the Sisters of Mercy Chapel in
Parramatta for the funeral of Sr Margaret Harrison. Former Parish
Priest, Fr Laurie Timms, came from Cairns to be the main celebrant at
the funeral. We were joined by Ms Olimpia Pirovic, Principal of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Primary School, along with other members
of school staff and parishioners. The Sisters of Mercy had asked
Teresa Maldigri (Parish Committee for support of East Timor Carmelite
mission) to place the Tais on Sr Margaret’s coffin at the beginning of
the funeral. This was a treasured possession of Margaret’s as it was
the Tais that the people of East Timor had given her on the first of a
number of trips to East Timor.
Margaret was the last Sister of Mercy to serve as Principal of our
parish primary school, leading the school from 1990 to 2004. She
oversaw significant change to the school environment over that time,
including the construction of the administration building, library
construction and classroom construction and renovations, as well as
playground upgrades. Through her leadership, she also ensured that
the Mercy charism continues in the school to this day. Another
strongpoint which we are still benefiting from, is the strong relationship
she helped build between the parish and the school.
While Principal, Margaret was also part of the Mercy community that
lived in Wentworthville, and were a valued presence in our parish. As a
member of the parish Liturgy Committee, she contributed to the
preparation of celebrations and the church’s art and environment.
Margaret was an active part of parish social activities, from train trips
to bushwalks.
The inclusion of Timor-Leste into the Australian Carmelite Province
saw our parish begin a partnership with the parish of Zumalai and
founding of the parish East Timor Committee. Margaret was a driving
force from day one until earlier this year. She was largely responsible
for running now well-known parish fundraisers such as the chocolate
paschal lambs at Easter, roses for Mothers Day and Fathers Day cards
(which will be on sale this weekend and next). A lovely person whose
work, presence and ministry across the school and parish touched the
lives of many.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,
And let perpetual light shine upon her.
May she rest in peace.
Denis Andrew O. Carm.

Envelopes:
843
Loose:
690
Tap and Go:
725
Online Donations:
695
$ 2,953
WEEKLY TARGET: $4,000
NOTE: Banking details for direct contributions, are: BSB:
067 950; Account Number: 00602; Account Name:
Wentworthville Catholic Church.
So that we can
acknowledge your generosity, please put your name
first and add donation if there is room.

21.8.22—East Timor Fathers Day Cards on sale
23.8.22—Fete Meeting in Narthex 7pm
25. 8.22—Church Cleaning after 9am Mass
25.8.22—St Vincent de Paul Meeting
21.10.22—School and Parish Fete

THE EAST TIMOR COMMITTEE

is looking for some new
members! So, if you have a little time you can spare, consider
becoming part of this energetic fund raising group.

FATHERS DAY CARDS

- on sale for the NEXT TWO
WEEKS. Each card is accompanied by a raffle ticket for a
Woolworths Voucher.

Help an East Timorese student with
their tertiary education!

READERS & COMMENTATORS: 27th & 28th August 2022
MASS TIME

READER

COMMENTATOR

Saturday

6.00pm

Judy Barden

Vanessa D’Souza

Sunday

8.00am

Cat Paulo

Joshua Angelo

Sunday

10.00am

Shayna Peter

Moira Peter

Sunday

6.00pm

Michelle Pereira

Carmel Ruddy

Today’s Gospel begins by telling us that Jesus was going through towns and villages on his way to
Jerusalem. Luke’s Gospel often mentions that Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem, which is the aim of his
journey. Luke is not describing a geographical journey but a spiritual one. This is also a figure of our life
which is a spiritual journey to the heavenly Jerusalem.
On this journey to Jerusalem, a man asks Jesus how many people will be saved. Jesus does not reply with a
number but with a parable, which tells us to “try to enter by the narrow gate”. The word “try” tells us that it
is in our hands whether we enter heaven or not.
What then is it that we have to “try”? Jesus says that once the gate is closed, it is no good saying to the
Master we have listened to you, we have eaten and drunk with you. Once we die, the gate is closed and if we
are on the wrong side of the gate, then it is no good saying to God, we listened to your Word on Sundays at
Mass, we have eaten and drunk with you when we received the Eucharist, we have said our daily rosary, we
have said that we love you. These are no automatic guarantee of entering by the narrow gate. These are not

enough.
What Jesus is saying is that discipleship is a life commitment to his values of love, justice, and peace. That we cannot be indifferent
to poverty, to conflicts, to wars, to global warming. That we understand that as his disciples, as baptised persons, we are sent into the
world to witness to his values. In this parable Jesus is also clearly saying that salvation is not reserved for Christians or Jews, but that
people will come “from East and West and come from North and South” and enter through the narrow gate because they have lived
by the values of the Gospel. “Try to enter by the narrow gate!” We have one life, one go only.
- Anthony Scerri O Carm

Catholic Cemeteries & Crematoria invite you to
their annual Mention My Name Prayer Service to
remember all those who have lost their lives through
suicide and to pray for their grieving family, friends
and communities.
Date - Wednesday 7th September 2022 at 7pm
Location - St Mary’s Cathedral, 2 St Mary’s Road,
Sydney Presider: Bishop Terry Brady
(See also Notice Board)
2022-23 Social Justice Statement “Respect: Confronting Violence
and Abuse” - The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice Statement
for 2022-23 has been released. It is entitled “Respect: Confronting
Violence and Abuse” and calls for faith communities to support and
believe those going through domestic and family violence and abuse, to
hold perpetrators to account and work towards individual and social
transformation. You can download the statement and additional
resources at bit.ly/SJS22-23
Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal—remains open and committed to
assisting anyone with enquiries regarding marriage annulments.
Interviews are being conducted via telephone and Zoom in response to
COVID-19. Please contact the Tribunal office on 8838 3480 or
email tribunal@parracatholic.org.
Blacktown Parish office space/Retreat venue available for rent—
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown currently has a venue that
may be used for office space or a retreat venue for a small parish or
religious group. To inquire please contact Sarah or Ged at the Parish
Office on (02) 9622 1125 or admin@mqofblacktown.org.au.
Mass available for the Nigerian Catholic Community—The Nigerian
Catholic community come together to celebrate Mass every second and
fourth Sunday of the month at 11am at Holy Family Church, South
Granville, 200 The Trongate, Granville. For more information, please
contact community chaplain Fr Chinonye Akamadu on 0451 174 438 or
chuk.akamadu@parracatholic.org or Stella Nwosu on 0405 478 472.
St Patrick’s Cathedral Choir is seeking new singers—If you are a
good singer and you sing alto/countertenor or bass, St Patrick’s
Cathedral Choir is looking for you. The Cathedral Choir is offering paid
scholarships, remunerating at $100 per Mass/service sung ($5700 per
annum approximately). Hear more of the Cathedral choir at
facebook.com/choirSPC. Interested applicants can submit their
expression of interest at https://bit.ly/3sLep7S. The Choir will consider
any application to any voice part, but at this time, are only offering paid
positions to successful Alto/Countertenor and Bass applicants. They can
only offer volunteer positions for the other voice parts at this stage.

Please remember those who are in ill health,
especially:
Natalie Bailey, Vince Dalmas,
Yolanda Gonzales, Edwin Macwan, Nancy
Surace, Lucy & Sansonix, Darlene Murambiwa,
John Sultana, Sharon Dolan, Charlie Micallef,
Baby Noha Larkin, Francois Tuyau, Sienna
Calandruccio, Lisa Boys, Greg Boys, Carol
O’Loughlin, and all who are sick.

- Positions Vacant -

Accounts Officer – Diocese of Parramatta – Applications close 10pm
Sunday 21 August 2022.
Chaplaincy Coordinator – CatholicCare Western Sydney and the Blue
Mountains – Applications close 10pm Sunday 28 August.
More details at: parracatholic.org/employment
Personal Assistant— Sisters of Mercy Parramatta. Full-time, 12-month
position and based at Parramatta. Contact Anthony Spata at REACH
Human Resources for further information on 0402 210 055
Schools Engagement Officer—Jesuit Refugee Service Australia is
looking for someone with a passion for engaging and educating school
communities on issues facing people seeking asylum and refugees. The
officer will be creating and delivering workshops, supporting young people
in their advocacy and action, coordinating school engagement events and
developing educational resources for a range of audiences. To read the
job description and apply for the role, please visit https://
www.ethicaljobs.com.au/members/JRS/schools-engagement-officer

RADICAL INCLUSIVITY—A statement from the
Parramatta Diocesan Pastoral Council.

This group is a lay advisory body to BishopVincent and with his
guidance their mission is to make the Diocese of Parramatta a
place of welcome to all. Copies of the Statement are available
from the Information Stand in the Parish Centre.

THIS COMING TUESDAY NIGHT
23RD AUGUST AT 7 PM IN THE
NARTHEX.
This meeting is for anyone
from the school and parish
who would like to be involved
in planning for the 100 years fete.
It is here in the narthex and supper will be provided.
Especially important for anyone involved in a stall,
for example the Indian food stall.
- Fr Denis Andrew O Carm

NEW Fete Newsletter available from
Information Stand in the Parish Centre.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C
1st Reading: Ecclesiasticus 3: 17—20, 28—29
2nd Reading: Hebrews 12: 18—19, 22—24
Gospel: Luke 14: 1, 7—14

Every 2nd Thursday, a small group of parishioners volunteer to
clean the church after 9am Mass. They could always do with
some extra help. They are especially looking for some men to
help with the heavier jobs that need doing. The more hands
the less time it takes. If you can spare an hour or so on the next
cleaning day, Thursday 25th August, please come along and lend
a hand. Your help will be very welcome.

Look for the Lesson
A guy in my men’s group greets any new challenge in his life by asking,
“Where’s the lesson to be learned here?” He’ll say this when things go
poorly at work, when he struggles with members of his family, or even
when something tragic will happen. I admire his courage and resilience.
There are times when I just don’t want any more of life’s “lessons”. But
they continue to come. The question is what will we make of them?
Saint Paul echo’s my friend’s message when he says, “Endure your
trials as discipline”. Discipline is empty if we don’t learn the lesson. If
you don’t get chosen for a promotion, the lesson might be that other
parts of your life can provide the riches you are seeking. If someone
slanders you, the lesson may be that it’s more important to be
convinced inside that you are worthy than to rely on the opinions of
others.
I once messed up on a project at work because I had become a oneman band, asking for no help and accepting none that was offered.
Even when I saw things falling apart, I simply held the reigns tighter
and stayed to myself. When my failure became apparent I felt horrible. I
could continue on my self-destructive path or do what was hard for me:
ask my colleagues for help. My failure turned into a great blessing.
So, when life’s trials, difficulties, and disappointments come your way,
ask yourself, “Where’s the lesson?” - from GPBS eNews (with permission)

Recently Deceased: Louis Touma, John Power, Pasquale
Deluca, Benjamin Sylvester, Mercy Bhuyan, Theresa Puna,
Dannie Marie, John Doolub, Vernon D’Souza, Vincent Thu
Tran, All Recently Deceased, John Cox, Tyron Baptis,
Connie Proietta, Clare Gleeson, Edwin Tabone, Melvie Tosh
Anniversaries & Memorials: Victims of the war in
Ukraine, Brian Bainy, Shaji John, Charlie Zammit, Rogelio
Peralta, Alekutty & Selin Joyce, Tony & Antonia Cini, Mary
& Frank Teuma, Stella Galea, Charlie Sultana, Michael &
Carmen Attard, Frank & Pauline Vella, Rani Sathi, Pushpa
Kantha, Anthony Peter, Connie Bezzina & Jeanne Black,
Pauline Grech, Renato Zammit, Francesca Zammit,
Concetta & Joseph Sciberras, Joseph & Josephine Gauci,
Holy Souls in Purgatory & All Souls, All Saints

Other Intentions
Thanksgiving:
In Honour of Jesus & Mary, Ronie &
Gina Butuhan, B Inna Reddy & Regina
Special Intentions: Antoinette De Silva, Tran Family

- FUNERALS A Requiem Mass for the late John Francis Power will be
held at Rookwood Catholic Chapel on Friday 2nd
September at 12.30pm. John was a well known parishioner
who attended the 8am Mass (formerly 7.00am) and always
sat 3 seats from the front on the left hand side going in.
John had a way with words and was called on to give
eulogies, speeches etc on many occasions over the years.
His burial will take place at 1.45pm at Rookwood Catholic
Cemetery. We extend our sincere sympathy to John’s
family & friends. May he rest in Peace.
A Requiem Mass will be held at Our Lady of Mt Carmel
Church on Monday 5th September at 10.30am for the late
Pasquale Deluca. We extend our sincere sympathy to
Pasquale’s family and friends. May he rest in Peace.

Season of Creation Camping Trip
Set aside your busy lifestyle for a few days to join with friends,
family and other members of the Christian community to celebrate
the Season of Creation. Enjoy a relaxed camping experience with
optional activities to engage in fun, creative and prayerful ways
with creation and our Creator.
When: Friday, September 30 – Sunday, October 2, 2022: Where:
Wooglemai Catholic Bush Retreat Centre, Oakdale;
Cost:
Individual campers $20; Camping couples $40; Family camping
groups $50.
More information & registration at:
www.seasonofcreationcamping.org

PARAPROSDOKIANS
Nostalgia isn’t what it used to be.–Peter De Vries
He taught me housekeeping; when I divorce I keep the house. –Zsa
Zsa Gabor

We can always count on the Americans to do the right thing, after
they have exhausted all the other possibilities. –Winston Churchill

Monday: The Queenship of the BVM
Tuesday: St Rose of Lima
Wednesday: St Bartholomew
Thursday: *St Mary of Jesus Crucified,
St Louis, St Joseph Calasanz
Friday: Bl Jacques Retouret
Saturday: St Monica

Sunday: 22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time

Scott Gleeson Funerals
9896 3299
info@scottgleesonfunerals.com.au

