Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wentworthville

In the care of the Carmelites
PARISH PRIEST:
Fr Denis Andrew OCarm
ASSOCIATE PASTORS:
Fr Januario Pinto OCarm,
CARMELITE COMMUNITY: Fr Anthony Scerri O Cam
PARISH SECRETARY:
Lyn Bryant (9.30am—5.30pm Tuesday to Friday)
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Paola Yévenes
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL:
Olimpia Pirovic
Phone:
9631 8302; Fax: 9631 1567; School: 8832 1100
Email:
ocarms@tpg.com.au
Web:
www.olmcwenty.org.au
www.facebook.com/olmcwenty
twitter.com/olmcwenty
SUNDAY MASSES: 6pm (vigil), 8am, 10am, 6pm
DAILY MASSES:
Monday to Thursday & Saturday 9am, Friday 9.15am
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 9.30am

PARISH SAFEGUARDING
The parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Wentworthville, is
in the care of the Carmelites and part of Parramatta Catholic
Diocese. Therefore, we are committed to safeguarding children,
young people and vulnerable adults in our care and ensuring
that they feel and are safe.

Dear Parishioners
This coming week we begin the Season of Lent with the
celebration of Ash Wednesday on 2/3/22.
ASH WEDNESDAY MASS TIMES:
Mass at 9am and 7:30pm, with distribution of ashes.
Although masks are no longer mandatory for places
of worship, we still strongly encourage the use of
masks where social distancing is not possible.

National Life Survey forms are due back this
weekend.
Project Compassion begins this week. Please see
more details elsewhere in Carmel.
New Readers Rosters are also available this
weekend.

MONEY MATTERS:

Envelopes:
1040
Loose:
450
C/Cards:
120
Tap and Go:
565
Online Donations:
680
TOTAL:
2,855
WEEKLY TARGET: $4,000
NOTE: Banking details for direct contributions, are: BSB:
067 950; Account Number: 00602; Account Name:
Wentworthville Catholic Church.
So that we can
acknowledge your generosity, please put your name first
and add donation if there is room.

- Fr Denis Andrew O Carm

We are pleased to announce the dates for the Parish
Sacramental Process 2022:
CONFIRMATION will be celebrated at 6pm on 4 June,
with CONFIRMATION LITURGY celebrated at 4pm on
11 June.
FIRST RECONCILIATION will be celebrated at 7pm on
25, 26 and 27 July.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION will be celebrated at 11am
on 15, 22, 29 October.
Parents are now invited to register their child/ren for the
sacraments using our parish website.
Preparation is aimed at parents, so that they may pass on the
faith to their child/ren. Parents will receive this preparation
via email. The children's resources will be available in the
next few weeks.
Please remember those who are in ill health,
especially: Pat Coogan, Colleen Weatherall,
Joan Cameron, Sharon Dolan, Charlie Micallef,
Lyn Craddy, Baby Noha Larkin, Francois Tuyau,
Sienna Calandruccio, Teresa Li, Lisa Boys, Greg
Boys, Carol O’Loughlin and all who are sick.

Please take home a Project Compassion box
and/or a set of donation envelopes to support
Caritas Australia this Lenten season and help
support vulnerable people around the world,
now and For All Future Generations.
Project Compassion boxes will be
available from the parish centre on ASH WEDNESDAY.
As St Pope John Paul II said, “The future starts today, not tomorrow.”
Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today
and build a better tomorrow For All FutureGenerations.

READERS & COMMENTATORS: 5th & 6th March 2022
MASS TIME

READER

COMMENTATOR

Saturday

6.00pm

Janine Hanna

Bob Hanna

Sunday

8.00am

Cecilia Cotter

Jeremy Angelo

Sunday

10.00am

Sunday

6.00pm

YOUTH MINISTERS
Colleen Fuller

Pam Colman

NEW ROSTERS OUT THIS WEEKEND. If you didn’t get one by email, there
are some hard copies available from the Sacristy Foyer Notice Board.

This Sunday’s Gospel is still part of Jesus first public discourse, which is
addressed especially to his new disciples as part of their formation, and to
tell them, and us, what is expected of us.
In our Gospel today, Luke has collected a few sayings of Jesus, namely, the
parable of the blind leading the blind, the relationship between disciple and
Master, the parable of the splinter and the plank in one’s eye, and the
parable of the good tree and the bad tree.
The parable of blind leading the blind refers to the Pharisees who held that
they possessed all truth, and Jesus calls them hypocrites. The disciples must not follow the example of the Pharisees,
but follow the Master who is all truth. The disciple cannot be greater than his/her master but must aim to be like his/her
Master who is his/her model and example. The parable of the plank in one’s eye and the splinter in the other’s eye, and
the parable of the good tree bearing good fruit and the bad tree bearing good or bad fruit, are clear in what they teach
us.
It remains for us, disciples of Jesus, to examine ourselves, to look honestly at ourselves, and to follow what Jesus
teaches us about pride, about honesty with ourselves, about being productive members of society and the church, and
about keeping our eyes on our Master to learn from him who is our perfect example.
- Fr Anthony Scerri O Carm

Teachers – Good and Bad
Palms Australia Information Session: With 60 years
of experience preparing and assisting Australians to
learn and pass on their skills in another culture, Palms
Australia invites you to join their online forum on
Thursday 17 March at 5.30pm via Zoom and hear and
engage with a panel of their most experienced program
participants. To find out more and to register for the
forum, visit palms.org.au/ or phone 0422 742 567.
Mt Schoenstatt 24 Hours for the Lord: Spend time in
24 hours of Adoration before Our Lord and His Mother at
the Mt Schoenstatt Shrine and Retreat Centre, Mulgoa.
Begins Friday 25 March at 6pm with Mass and a BBQ,
concluding Saturday 26 March at 5pm with Mass.
Reconciliation will be available on Friday from 7.15pm to
10pm and Saturday 4pm to 4.45pm.
For more
information, contact (02) 4773 8338 or visit the Mt
Schoenstatt Shrine & Retreat Centre, Mulgoa Facebook
page.
Synod of Bishops Local Submissions extended! The
local consultation period for the global Synod on
Synodality has been extended. Submissions can now
be received through the online portal until Sunday 13
March. Don’t miss out on this chance to take part in a
global conversation about the Catholic Church. How are
we called to walk together as Christians? How can we
listen to one another in making important decisions
about our faith and our mission? Find out more and
share your contribution at bit.ly/synod2023
Masterclass to Mentor Married Couples: The Diocese
is looking to more deeply accompany couples preparing
to be married. Have you been married for more than 5
years? Committed to living the sacrament of Marriage?
Willing to give time limited assistance to couples
preparing for marriage?
Join a Masterclass on
Friday18/3/22 at 7.30pm at the Bede Heather Centre,
Blacktown, on Mentoring engaged couples in your
Parish using the SmartLoving Engaged Online program.
To book your attendance or to ask further questions,
please email met@parracatholic.org or phone Marisa:
0412 280 017.

I was an inconsistent student over the years of my formal
education. I excelled in some areas and struggled in
others. I have come to realise that the teacher often made
the difference. My introduction to numbers beyond the
basics was high school Algebra I. The teacher was
brilliant but had no patience in explaining the steps
necessary to learn the concepts because it came easy to
him. It remained inaccessible to me because of that.
There was no fun or sense of accomplishment. I felt he
didn’t want to be there as much as I didn’t. I dreaded
every math course after that.
On the other hand, my teacher in English II loved to read
and write. She found books students our age enjoyed
reading and encouraged spirited discussions. She had us
writing every day, printed our work, had us read it aloud to
the class, and patiently helped us improve our technique.
We were having as much fun as she did. That pleasure of
reading has stayed with me, and the satisfaction writing
gives remains an integral part of my life today.
I have also learned that teaching encompasses more than
imparting knowledge and skills. Example, enthusiasm,
and respect of the subject from the teacher can make a
student not just a learner but also a disciple. Often, the
disciple will become a teacher as well. We can teach
theology, but we help people learn what faith really means
by how we live our lives as disciples of Christ.
- from GPBS eNews (with permission)

It’s nearly that time of year again, when we will be issuing new
sets of planned giving envelopes. We had 32 sets of envelopes
uncollected during the Covid pandemic. Quite a number of
parishioners have chosen to give via EFT now, which is very
convenient for the giver and for the church, and we have
presumed that these parishioners will continue to use this method
of giving.
As we have had to order envelopes well in advance of delivery,
we have cut the numbers significantly. If you find your envelopes
are not in the tray when you go to collect them, please contact the
church office (ocarms@tpg.com.au) as we have ordered extras.
Thank you for continuing to give so generously during Covid,
church lockdowns etc. We really appreciate your ongoing
generosity, without which the church would have been in some
financial difficulty.

Stations of the Cross on Fridays
during Lent will begin next Friday 4th
March at the following times:
In the morning at 9:45am (after
9:15am Mass)
In the evening at 7:30pm.

How can we develop healthy hearts? First off, clear the
decks of all that causes hearts to go rotten: lingering on
past injuries, blaming others for who we are now,
presuming ill intentions of others, judging according to
well-worn prejudices. Unforgiveness has got to go, as
well as any hint of self-righteousness.
Then, once our hearts are clean and fresh–I realise I’m
glossing over some real hard work here like counselling,
confession, grief work, and huge helpings of honesty –
only then can we open our hearts to the good things
they’re intended for. Things like the fruits of the Holy
Spirit elsewhere listed as “love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol”. (Galatians 5: 22—23) If we try to take good fruit
in before we discharge any heart-rot we’ve built up over
the years – well, you know how it works with apples.
Start with a healed, new-born, and virtue will cling to us
like butterflies on flowers. It may sound like an awful lot
of work, but what will happen to our hearts if we don’t do
it?
from GPBS eNews (with permission)

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
Your family can remember a loved one in perpetuity, by
purchasing an inscribed plaque and placing it in the memorial
garden. Many parishioners have found this a source of great
comfort over the years. Sample plaques are on the parish
centre notice board. Prices start at $440 (including GST).
Plaques must be paid for when ordering. Allow 8 weeks from
the date of application to placement in the Memorial Garden.
Contact the Church Office if you are interested.

Recently Deceased: Christopher Bicker, Eva Ball, Kyan
Pennell, Lesley Bostaki, Lucinda Da Costa, Kyan Pennell,
Lawrence Dias, Indah Trisnadi, Antonio Ilacqua, George
Zammit (Canada), Jean Doolub, Danny Doolub
Anniversaries & Memorials: Annunziata Attard, Joe,
Nick & Michel Tuyau, George Bainy, Frank Spillane,
Anthony Aquilina, Anthony Dass, Hannah Joseph, Joe
Joseph, Joyce Cini, Mary & Frank Teuma, Tony & Antonia
Cini, Paul Sultana, Charlie Sultana, Michael & Carmen
Attard, Frank & Pauline Vella, Rani Sathi, Pushpa Kantha,
Anthony Peter, Connie Bezzina & Jeanne Black, Pauline
Grech, Renato Zammit, Francesca Zammit, Concetta &
Joseph Sciberras, Joseph & Josephine Gauci, Holy Souls in
Purgatory & All Souls, All Saints, Suffering Souls

Other Intentions
Thanksgiving: In Honour of St Anthony
Special Intentions: For the safety of the people of
Ukraine and an end to war.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:
1st Sunday of Lent Yr C

1st Reading: Deuteronomy 26: 4—10
2nd Reading: Romans 10: 8—13
Gospel: Luke 4: 1—13

Every 2nd Thursday, a small group of parishioners volunteer to
clean the church after 9am Mass. They could always do with some
extra help. They are especially looking for some men to help
with the heavier jobs that need doing. The more hands the less
time it takes. If you can spare an hour or so on the next cleaning
day, Thursday 10/3/22, please come along and lend a hand. Your
help will be very welcome.

MINI VINNIES FORMATION PROGRAM
The Mini Vinnies Formation Program (MVFP) for students in Years 4 –
6 is available for those who wish to undertake Social Justice Formation in
their own time. The Formation Program will nurture students, who
undertake the program, to be a light in the world, inspired by the spirit of
Blessed Frederic Ozanam and Gospel values. For more information
please visit https://bit.ly/VinniesMVFP
This is the link to the Vinnies Metropolitan Schools and Youth Term 1
2022 Newsletter: https://bit.ly/Term1-2022-Vinnies-Metro-News

TOONGABBIE LEGAL CENTRE is looking for a person to
coordinate and develop its KNITTING4JUSTICE which is a
community engagement and empowering programme trying
to bring out seniors from isolation and provide an
opportunity to interact with others, and where needed
provide legal education at appropriate levels. Interested
persons
may
contact
Marie
McNulty
at
markea3@bigpond.com.au
or
Susai
Benjamin
at
sbenjamin@tlc.asn.au

SUPPORTIVE HEARTS BEREAVEMENT GROUP
This group, formally known as the "Bereavement Support Group", meets
on the 3rd Wednesday of each month from February to November. It’s
currently run online via Zoom. The group is open to men and women
whose spouses /partners have died. If you would like to be supported in
your grief, while connecting with others in similar circumstances, please
contact Rita at Catholic Care Solo Parent Services for more information.
Please call 8843 2500 or email: soloparentservices@ccss.org.au
Registration essential / Zoom gatherings on the 3rd Wednesday of
the month, from 10am - 12pm. Please see flyer on notice board for
more information.
PARAPROSDOKIANS!
• Being second is to be the first of the ones that lose.
• Two wrongs don’t make a right, three lefts do.
• I don’t approve of political jokes; too many of them get elected!
• Dogs have owners, cats have staff.
• He felt a sense of building excitement as he headed for the DIY store.
• Happiness is the absence of striving for happiness. ~Chuang Tzu

Monday:
Tuesday
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

Bl Daniel Brottier
St David of Wales
ASH WEDNESDAY
*St Katharine Drexel
St Casimir
St John Joseph of the Cross

1st Sunday of Lent

