Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wentworthville

In the care of the Carmelites
PARISH PRIEST:
Fr Denis Andrew OCarm
ASSOCIATE PASTORS:
Fr Januario Pinto OCarm,
CARMELITE COMMUNITY: Fr Anthony Scerri O Cam
PARISH SECRETARY:
Lyn Bryant (9.30am—5.30pm Tuesday to Friday)
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Paola Yévenes
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL:
Olimpia Pirovic
Phone:
9631 8302; Fax: 9631 1567; School: 8832 1100
Email:
ocarms@tpg.com.au
Web:
www.olmcwenty.org.au
www.facebook.com/olmcwenty
twitter.com/olmcwenty
SUNDAY MASSES: 6pm (vigil), 8am,, 10.00am, 6pm
DAILY MASSES:
Monday to Thursday & Saturday 9am, Friday 9.15am
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 9.30am

PARISH SAFEGUARDING
The parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Wentworthville, is
in the care of the Carmelites and part of Parramatta Catholic
Diocese. Therefore, we are committed to safeguarding children,
young people and vulnerable adults in our care and ensuring
that they feel and are safe.

MONEY MATTERS:

CHILDREN'S SACRAMENTAL PROCESS
Parents, if you would like your child to celebrate their
Confirmation and/or first sacrament of Reconciliation,
please visit our parish website for the online application.
Applications for Confirmation close on 29-04-21, and
for first Reconciliation on 28-05-21. The first sacrament
of Holy Communion will be offered later on in the year.
For further information, please email Paola Yevenes at
paola.olmc@gmail.com.

On sale from this weekend 24th & 25th April and the
following weekend. Roses will be placed on the altar in
honour of mothers and grandmothers. With the purchase of
a rose you will receive a card to give to your mother or
grandmother. If they are deceased you can write a message
on the card and place it in the basket on the table near the
East Timor noticeboard. The basket will be placed on the
altar for Mothers’ Day.
All profits from the sale of the
roses will go towards a scholarship for East Timorese
student, Zelia. ROSES ARE $5 EACH.
- Sr Margaret Harrison (East Timor Committee)

Envelopes:
$ 1,953
Loose:
$
534
Tap and Go:
$
625
TOTAL:
$ 3,112
WEEKLY TARGET: $4,000
NOTE: Banking details for direct contributions,
are: BSB: 067 950; Account Number: 00602; Account Name:
Wentworthville Catholic Church. So that we can acknowledge
your generosity, would you please put your name first and
add donation if there is room.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow
old; Age shall not weary them, nor the years
condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the
morning We will remember them.

Please remember those who are in ill health, especially: Kate
Glendenning, Fred Said, Mary Spiteri,
Czeslawa Godfrey, Sharon Dolan, Salve
Stewart, Michael Bigeni, Nancy Surace,
Cody Bailey, Baby Charlie Sultana,
Charlie Micallef, Lyn Craddy, Baby Noha
Larkin,
Francois
Tuyau,
Sienna
Calandruccio, Teresa Li, Lisa Boys, Greg
Boys, Carol O’Loughlin and all who are
sick.
25th April 2021

READERS & COMMENTATORS: 1st & 2nd May 2021
MASS TIME

READER

COMMENTATOR

Saturday

6.00pm

Angela Carlino

Anne-Marie Torrens

Sunday

8.00am

Coretta Dias

Isabella Dias

Sunday

10.00am

Sunday

6.00pm

YOUTH MINISTRY
Mark Attwood

Carmel Ruddy
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The coincidence of Anzac Day and Good Shepherd Sunday brings Psalm 23 to mind, though
it’s not the psalm for Mass today.
Who knows what strength this ancient prayer gave to those subjected to the horror of the
Great War? They walked “in the valley of the shadow of death” and too many more have
done so since. In defiance of war’s brutal inhumanity, the psalm affirms God’s shepherding
presence in our lives and promises us God’s eternal hospitality.
For Christian believers it gathers force from Jesus’ willingness to absorb the violence of his
executioners without retaliation. Refusing to betray his faith in the ultimate power of love, he
has disarmed the forces of fear and hate. Dare we believe it?
- Courtesy of Australian Catholics

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS
5th Sunday of Easter

1st Reading: Acts 9: 26—31
2nd Reading: I John 3: 18—24
Gospel: John 15: 1—8

During the first 4 Weekends of May,
the Diocese requires that we do our
Annual Mass Counts at all weekend
Masses (ie 6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am &
6pm Sunday).
We require 4
volunteers at each Mass to assist with
the count. This will be especially
important for the 2nd two weekends
where the count is based on gender (week 3) and age (week 4).
Please contact the church office if you feel you can assist with
this project.
This is a National count which is completed by each Diocese on
behalf of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference.
-

POSITION VACANT -

Young Christian Students Worker (full-time) – Parramatta
Young Christian Workers – Applications close Friday 30
April. More details at parracatholic.org/employment

EAST TIMOR FLOOD APPEAL
Thank you to everyone who
gave so generously to our
recent flood appeal for East
Timor. We raised $1,569 which
was sent to Melbourne this
week together with $2,000 from
previously raised funds.

DON’T FORGET OUR ADVERTISERS!

If you need the services of a skilled tradesman, a solicitor, a
handyman, funeral director, masseur etc etc etc, take a look at the
back page of Carmel and you might find exactly the person you
need. These businesses have advertised with us, often for many
years. So please consider giving them a go first.

25th April 2021

The liturgy for Good Shepherd Sunday invites us to reflect on Jesus as the
noble or good shepherd of the believing community. “Shepherd” in its literal
sense is not really part of our 21st century vocabulary, and yet we use it
metaphorically, as a verb or as a noun. Its verbal form connotes care and
compassion, protection, guidance and tender relationship. In John’s gospel,
Jesus rightly claims for himself the title “good shepherd”. He contrasts the
good shepherd or leader with the leader that fails to care for the flock.
Knowing one’s sheep, staying with them in the face of mortal danger and
being prepared to die for them are marks of the good shepherd. There are
echoes here of the Hebrew Scriptures, particularly of Ezekiel 34 where the
“shepherd/sheep” metaphor describes the leaders of Israel in their
relationships with the people. There are likewise echoes of an early second
century description of the Emperor Tiberius in whose reign Jesus of
Nazareth was executed, precisely because he did not abandon his “flock”.
The Roman historian Suetonius has this to say of Tiberius: “To the
governors who recommended burdensome taxes for his provinces, he
wrote in answer that it was the part of a good shepherd to shear his flock,
not skin it” (Suetonius, Life of Tiberius 32.2). In the pre-industrial biblical
world and early centuries of the Common Era, the “shepherd/sheep”
metaphor was heard by an audience that enjoyed a much closer
relationship with sheep and their human carers than do most people today.
In my country, for instance, there are 63.7 million sheep and some 25
million people. In other words, the ovine inhabitants of Australia significantly
outnumber the human. Yet most of our highly urbanised human population
knows its sheep only in their disembodied forms. The human-ovine
relationship is, for the most part, reduced to that of consumer and
consumed. Sheep are valued, not for their intrinsic goodness as creations
of a loving God, but rather as commodities that provide food and clothing for
the human population. We now know that modern domesticated sheep
evolved from creatures that pre-date modern humans. We might take time
to consider the implications of this for our relationship with the other thanhuman inhabitants of our planetary home. Our reflections might include
some consideration of the wisdom or otherwise of continuing to breed these
creatures for human consumption, often at the expense of environment.
Good Shepherd Sunday provides us with an opportunity to move beyond
our human-centred views of the world and our human-centred
interpretations of our sacred texts. We might hear a call to value the
realities that underpin gospel images such as the Good Shepherd/sheep
metaphor. We might also hear a call to expand our appreciation of all the
inhabitants of our planet. To be good shepherds in our time is to embrace
the whole Earth Community with reverence and compassion
-Veronica Lawson RSM (with Permission)
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I was filled with the joys of Autumn, when I crossed paths with
a parishioner at Church.
I spoke briefly with her about the beautiful day we were having
before continuing on my way.
Later that week she made an effort to find me to share how our
short conversation gave her a new lease on life.
This simple interaction had such a positive impact because the
lady lives alone without any company or people to talk to.
Even when at Church where she is surrounded by people, it is
rare that parishioners take a moment to smile or say “hello”.
Mother Teresa once said: ‘the greatest poverty, is the poverty of
loneliness’.
This made me think about the parishioners that we sit beside at
Church every week, year after year, who we have never spoken
to or have never even asked them their names.
The heartfelt response I received from this parishioner as a
result of our simple interaction is a wake up call for me, and I
share this with you in the hope that we may become more aware
of others around us and make a genuine effort to smile, greet
and talk to people.
We can’t leave the church without acknowledging and caring
for others, not while we have Jesus in our hearts.
Receiving the Eucharist deepens our Communion, not only with
Christ but with one another.
- Ron Aquilina

QUOTABLE QUOTES:

Every 2nd Thursday, a small group of parishioners volunteer to
clean the church after 9am Mass. They could always do with some
extra help. They are especially looking for some men to help
with the heavier jobs that need doing. The more hands the less
time it takes. So if you can spare an hour or so on the next
cleaning day, Thursday 29/4/21, please come along and lend a
hand. Your help will be most welcome.

La Valette Social Centre is hosting a Mother’s Day
Luncheon next Sunday 2nd May from 12 noon. There will
be a 3 course meal including wine and soft drinks plus
entertainment. Tickets $55 (Members) and $60 (Nonmembers). For Bookings phone the Centre on 9622 5847.
See also notice board.

The new roster is due out in a couple of weeks. We could do
with some volunteers for Saturday and Sunday evening Masses
at 6pm.
If you would like to become a reader, please call the church
office on 9631 8302 or email ocarms@tpg.com.au.
Being a reader is a fulfilling ministry. Proclaiming the Word of
the Lord is an important part of the celebration of Mass. If you
would like to give it a go please contact us as soon as possible.
Masses at 8am and 10am have quite a lot of readers at this stage.

• True friends don’t come with conditions. - Aaron Lauritsen
• Some people feel the rain, others just get wet. Bob Marley

- FUNERAL-

• Your vibe, attracts your tribe!
• Do what makes your soul shine.
• Rule your mind or it will rule you. -Buddha
• A man told his wife that husbands were like fine wine; they

got better with age. The next day she locked him in the
cellar.

Recently Deceased: Anna Thomas, Joe Borg, Emilia
Mendoza, Josephine Spiteri, Esmurelda da Rosario
Pereira, Melania Cassar (Malta), Rejieenamma
Seshayyan, Joe Paulo, Robert Thompson, Sebastian
Pennisi, Carol Moses
Anniversaries & Memorials: All the Fallen, Anna-Lena
Lopez, Joe & Nick Tuyau, Matthew Borg, Baldas Parnis,
Rufina Fernandes, Mary Margaret Nicholapillai,
Boumanos & Waded Eid, Eid Family, Fenech & Zammit
Families, Marceline & Noel de Souza, Enio Caldieraro,
Nicholapillai Aseervatham, Leela Peri, Joyce Cini, Mary
& Frank Teuma, Tony & Antonia Cini, Stella Galea,
Charlie Sultana, Michael & Carmen Attard, Frank &
Pauline Vella, Rani Sathi, Pushpa Kantha, Anthony Peter,
Connie Bezzina & Jeanne Black, Pauline Grech, Renato
Zammit, Francesca Zammit, Concetta & Joseph
Sciberras, Joseph & Josephine Gauci, Holy Souls in
Purgatory & All Souls, All Saints

Other Intentions
Thanksgiving:

In Honour of the Infant Jesus

Special Intentions:
25th April 2021

Roseline Fernandes

A Requiem Mass for the late Joseph (Joe) Peter Borg will be
held at Our Lady of Mt Carmel Church, Wentworthville this
coming Tuesday 27th April at 10.30am.
Joe moved into what was to be the family home in Pendle Hill
in 1957. For many years Joe and his daughter Marian were
familiar sights sitting together in the front row of the church
on the LHS at the Saturday evening vigil Mass.
Our prayers and thoughts with Marian and all of Joe’s family
and friends. May he rest in peace.

Volunteer Bookkeeper Position
Palms Australia is a Catholic agency who recruits, prepares, sends and
supports qualified and experienced Australians to assist communities in
Asia, Africa and the Pacific seeking to reduce poverty. This is a great
opportunity to make a difference from within their Petersham North
office, where a small wonderful and hospitable Palms Australia team will
make you feel very welcome.
If you know your way around accounting processes, and either looking
for experience, or a meaningful retirement, Executive Director, Roger
O’Halloran, would love to hear from you. roger@palms.org.au or 9560
5333 in business hours.

Monday:
Tuesday
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

St Mark
St Louis Grignion de Montfort
St Peter Chanel
*St Catherine of Siena
St PiusV
St Joseph the Worker

Sunday:

5th Sunday of Easter
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