Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wentworthville

In the care of the Carmelites
PARISH PRIEST:
Fr Denis Andrew OCarm
ASSOCIATE PASTORS:
Fr Januario Pinto OCarm,
CARMELITE COMMUNITY: Fr Anthony Scerri O Cam
PARISH SECRETARY:
Lyn Bryant (9.30am—5.30pm Tuesday to Friday)
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Paola Yévenes
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL:
Olimpia Pirovic
Phone:
9631 8302; Fax: 9631 1567; School: 8832 1100
Email:
ocarms@tpg.com.au
Web:
www.olmcwenty.org.au
www.facebook.com/olmcwenty
twitter.com/olmcwenty
SUNDAY MASSES: 6pm (vigil), 7am, 9am, 10.30am, 6pm
DAILY MASSES:
Monday to Thursday & Saturday 9am, Friday 9.15am
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 9.30am to10.00am

PARISH SAFEGUARDING
The parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Wentworthville, is
in the care of the Carmelites and part of Parramatta Catholic
Diocese. Therefore, we are committed to safeguarding children,
young people and vulnerable adults in our care and ensuring
that they feel and are safe.

MONEY MATTERS:

East Timor Floods

Last week we outlined the devastation caused in the East Timor
floods. Our Carmelite Fundraising office in Melbourne is raising
funds for flood relief. You can donate electronically (details in
newsletter/Parish Facebook page/or on noticeboard). Thank you
to those who left cash donations. We will forward these after this
weekend.

Carmelite Ordinations

This weekend Carmelites are rejoicing at having the blessing of
two ordinations. At the 6pm Saturday night Mass on 17 April at
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in Middle Park in Melbourne,
Matthew Tonini will be ordained to the Priesthood and Agedo
Bento to the Diaconate. Januario Pinto has gone to Melbourne to
represent us at the Ordinations.

Weekday Mass Liturgy

A reminder that if the alleluia verse is not sung then it is not said.
Rather there is a short period of silence before the priest
moves to read the gospel. The reader simply returns to their seat
after the first reading and response and the congregation would
normally stand for the gospel when the priest gets up to read
it. It is part of the tradition of silence incorporated into Carmelite
liturgies. The alleluia verse is not a reading but is meant to prepare
our hearts for the proclamation of the gospel
- Fr Denis Andrew O. Carm.

Envelopes:
$ 1,634
Loose:
$
564
Tap and Go:
$
505
Direct Debit:
$
100
TOTAL:
$ 2,803
WEEKLY TARGET: $4,000
NOTE: Banking details for direct contributions, are: BSB: 067
950; Account Number: 00602; Account Name: Wentworthville
Catholic Church.
So that we can acknowledge your
generosity, would you please put your name first and add
donation if there is room.

Each month a roster is prepared for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, in order to share the role as fairly as possible during this
time when fewer ministers are required at each Mass.
Ministers on our minister email list will have received an email this
week.
If you have already been included on the roster, you don’t need to do
anything more – you will continue to be rostered to serve unless you
inform us otherwise.
If you have not been included on the roster so far, did not receive an
email, and want to serve, please contact the parish office this week.
See contact details above.

Please remember those who are in ill health, especially:
Kate Glendenning, Fred Said, Mary Spiteri,
Czeslawa Godfrey, Sharon Dolan, Salve
Stewart, Michael Bigeni, Nancy Surace, Cody
Bailey, Baby Charlie Sultana, Charlie
Micallef, Lyn Craddy, Baby Noha Larkin,
Francois Tuyau, Sienna Calandruccio, Teresa
Li, Lisa Boys, Greg Boys, Carol O’Loughlin
and all who are sick.
18th April 2021

EASTER RAFFLE —There are still 3 prizes awaiting
collection from the Red Room. If you won a prize,
please enquire after Mass.

READERS & COMMENTATORS: 24th & 25th April 2021
MASS TIME

READER

COMMENTATOR

Saturday

6.00pm

Bob Hanna

Janine Hanna

Sunday

8.00am

Michelle Rodrigues

David Rodrigues

Sunday

10.00am

Shayna Peter

Fiona Bylsma

Sunday

6.00pm

Nelissa Almeida

Michelle Pereira
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We meet God in the events of life. The two disciples from Emmaus had looked upon what
had happened in their lives so far as a disappointment and a failure. Jesus walked beside
them, made them understand the scriptures, and revealed himself to them in the breaking of
bread. From that moment of meeting with God, they saw their past life, not with guilt,
regret, or sorrow, but in a new light as part of their journey towards God. They began to see
with the eyes of God, and understand with the mind of God.
We meet God in the events of our life. The moment of this encounter with God may be an
illness, a death, a joyful occasion, an inner personal moment of enlightenment on what the
scriptures say, an encounter with a special person, or some other significant or ordinary event. At such a moment we begin to realise
that the risen Jesus is walking beside us, opening our hearts and minds to the scriptures, giving us a new understanding of our past
life, and giving us confidence to face the future together with him no matter what that future brings. We too then recognise him in
the breaking of bread at the Eucharist.
We meet God in the events of life. Not so much in the extraordinary events, as in the ordinary events of life. Jesus is always
walking beside us. It is a matter of recognising him in the midst of all the noise of this world, and all our worries over what in the
end turn out to be imaginary important things. We meet God in the events of life on the road to the heavenly Jerusalem.
- Fr Anthony Scerri O Carm

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS
4th Sunday of Easter
1st Reading: Acts 4: 8—12
2nd Reading: I John 3: 1—2
Gospel:
John 10: 11—18

Watch How Others Eat
Mt Schoenstatt Spirituality Centre is taking bookings for 2021
As a COVID-safe registered business, the Mt Schoenstatt Spirituality
Centre, Mulgoa, is once again available for personal or small group
bookings to discern and plan for what the future might look like. They have
also begun taking bookings for 2021, with numbers set to increase as
restrictions return to normal. For more information, please call (02) 4773
8338, email info@schoenstatt.org.au or visit www.schoenstatt.org.au
Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth Prayer Companion Program
Are you thinking about your future life as a woman? Are you searching for
God’s Will? The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth are offering a
prayer companion program beginning Friday 23 April at 7pm. You can
request a sister to pray for you every day through the intercession of our
Mother Foundress. To sign up, or for more information, please contact Sr
Paula on 0449 656 406 or vocationscsfn@gmail.com
Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekend: 1 – 2 May 2021
How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged Encounter provides you
with deeper insights into each other and into married life. We give you a
chance to spend time together to strengthen and enrich your relationship.
The next Engaged Encounter Weekend will be held on 1 – 2 May. For
further information and to register, visit www.engagedencounter.org.au/

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
Your family can remember a loved one in perpetuity, by
purchasing an inscribed plaque and placing it in the memorial
garden. Many parishioners have found this a source of great
comfort over the years. Sample plaques are on the parish centre
notice board. Prices start at $440 (including GST). Plaques
must be paid for when ordering. Allow 8 weeks from the date of
application to placement in the Memorial Garden. Contact the
Church Office if you are interested.
18th April 2021

Business lunches are not what they used to be, and even
power breakfasts are waning, but meeting face-to-face and
sharing a meal with someone with whom you’re interested in
doing business is still a good idea. Talking business while
dining has a different feel than a scheduled meeting in the
office. It is less formal and constraining. Conversation and
creative thoughts flow more freely, and much is revealed
about a person’s character in the simple process of ordering,
eating, and paying for the food.
How long does it take for the person to decide what to order?
What’s his or her treatment of the staff? What manners does
he or she display while eating? How does the bill get settled?
Like Jesus, each of us is revealed in the breaking of the bread.
Make sure you are comfortable with what others will see in
you at a shared meal, and don’t risk doing business - as a
partner, an employer, or employee - with someone who is
incapable of showing common courtesy to a waiter, talks with
a mouth full of food, or skrimps on a tip. Nine times out of
10, you’ll end up choking on the deal
- From GPBS eNews (with permission)

On sale from this weekend 17th and 18th April and the
following two weekends. Roses will be placed on the
altar in honour of mothers and grandmothers. With the
purchase of a rose you will receive a card to give to
your mother or grandmother. If they are deceased you
can write a message on the card and place it in the
basket on the table near the East Timor noticeboard.
The basket will be placed on the altar for Mothers’
Day. All profits from the sale of the roses will go
towards a scholarship for East Timorese student, Zelia.
ROSES ARE $5 EACH.
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CHILDREN'S SACRAMENTAL PROCESS

Amanda Gorman’s poem, The Hill We Climb, which we began with last
week, continues to speak about the struggle in the United States’ recent
history:
And yes we are far from polished.
Far from pristine.
But that doesn't mean we are
striving to form a union that is perfect.
We are striving to forge a union with purpose…
The Easter message of the resurrection, the triumph of Jesus over sin
and death, doesn’t miraculously do away with the potential for evil in
ourselves and in the world. We too can be stained and unpolished. The
message of the resurrection, however, is that sin and death are no
longer the final word for us. Christ’s rising from the dead made it
possible for these to be overcome; for us to be lovingly accepted into the
embrace of God, despite our imperfections.
For the first time in over a year, we were sprinkled at the Easter Vigil and
Easter Sunday Masses with the water of Baptism. Through our baptism,
we share in Christ’s resurrection, and thus the triumph over sin and
death. All of us who have passed through the waters of baptism are
united; sharing certainly in the imperfect realities of our common
humanity, but also in redemption. The challenge of baptism, then, being
formed into the Body of Christ, is to live this Easter season, and every
day of our lives, with the purpose of living the mission of Jesus.
- Robert Barden (Liturgy Coordinator)

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES
If you have requested a set of envelopes since the new allocation,
you will find them filed in alphabetical order in the trays. It’s not
too late to add your name to the request sheet located next to the
trays outside the kitchen servery.

Recently Deceased: Emilia Mendoza, Josephine Spiteri,
Esmurelda da Rosario Pereira, Melania Cassar (Malta),
Rejieenamma Seshayyan, Joe Paulo, Robert Thompson,
Sebastian Pennisi, Carol Moses
Anniversaries & Memorials: Greg Carrozza, Fortunato
Mercuri, Jack Papallo, Rufina Fernandes, Boutros &
Shahideh Younes, Younes Family, Tunsa & Julia Drabi,
Drabi Family, Annunzijata & Carmel Grima, Lawrence &
Victoria Debono, Doumanos & Waded Eid, Eid Family,
Carlito Eillo, Lolita Eway, Frank & Loretta Gatt, Anne &
Laurie Sparks, Gatt & Sparks Families, Enil Caldieraro,
Joyce Cini, Mary & Frank Teuma, Joseph & Louis
Touma, Tony & Antonia Cini, Mary, Frank & Doreen
Camilleri, Joe Vella, Rose Titman, Sonia Spittle, Jessie
McManus, Charlie Sultana, Michael & Carmen Attard,
Frank & Pauline Vella, Rani Sathi, Pushpa Kantha,
Anthony Peter, Connie Bezzina & Jeanne Black, Pauline
Grech, Renato Zammit, Francesca Zammit, Concetta &
Joseph Sciberras, Joseph & Josephine Gauci, Holy Souls
in Purgatory & All Souls, All Saints

Other Intentions
Special Intentions: Mandy Chung (Birthday), Tuyau
Family & Friends especially Madelyn-Rose & Kaitelyn,
Hanna Siby
18th April 2021

Parents, if you would like your child to celebrate
their Confirmation and/or first sacrament of
Reconciliation, please visit our parish website or
the online application.
Applications for Confirmation close on 29-0421, and for first Reconciliation on 28-05-21.
The first sacrament of Holy Communion will be
offered later on in the year.
For further information, please email Paola
Yevenes at paola.olmc@gmail.com.

Every 2nd Thursday, a small group of parishioners volunteer to
clean the church after 9am Mass. They could always do with
some extra help. They are especially looking for some men to
help with the heavier jobs that need doing. The more hands
the less time it takes. So if you can spare an hour or so on the
next cleaning day, Thursday 29/4/21, please come along and
lend a hand. Your help will be most welcome.

The new roster is due out in a couple of weeks.
We could do with some volunteers for Saturday
and Sunday evening Masses at 6pm.
If you would like to become a reader, please call
the church office on 9631 8302 or email ocarms@tpg.com.au.
Being a reader is a fulfilling ministry. Proclaiming the Word of
the Lord is an important part of the celebration of Mass. If you
would like to give it a go please contact us as soon as possible.
Masses at 8am and 10am have quite a lot of readers at this stage.

Touch Me and See
I saw Jesus earlier this morning. At Mass, a colourfully dressed
man with a very challenging smell sat next to me in the pew.
I’ve seen him in our parish before. He seems to be mentally
challenged, and though he’s not disruptive to the service, he
exhibits his oddity in his appearance and by virtue of the
colouring book he studies while the Mass is going on. At the
sign of peace today, I extended my hand to him in Christian
charity, at the same time he reached out to me with both arms
outstretched. For a split second we hovered in the air around
each other, wavering between a handshake and an embrace. In
that same second, I had to make all kinds of decisions about
hygiene and ritual and personal boundaries and kissing lepers—
the same choices Saint Francis had to make when a leper met
him on the road one day.
When I finally took him in my arms, I was braced for something
wretched to happen. It didn’t. He touched me with such
reverence and gentleness as one might take up a small child.
And when we parted, he gave me a tiny, shy smile of thanks. It
was as good as communion.
- From GPBS eNews (with permission)

Monday:
Tuesday
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

St Leo IX
St Agnes of Montepulciano
*St Anselm of Canterbury
Martyrs of Persia
St George, St Adalbert
St Fidelis of Sigmaringen

4th Sunday of Easter
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