Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wentworthville

In the care of the Carmelites
PARISH PRIEST:
Fr Denis Andrew OCarm
ASSOCIATE PASTORS:
Fr Januario Pinto OCarm,
CARMELITE COMMUNITY: Fr Anthony Scerri O Cam
PARISH SECRETARY:
Lyn Bryant (9.30am—5.30pm Tuesday to Friday)
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Paola Yévenes
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL:
Olimpia Pirovic
Phone:
9631 8302; Fax: 9631 1567; School: 8832 1100
Email:
ocarms@tpg.com.au
Web:
www.olmcwenty.org.au
www.facebook.com/olmcwenty
twitter.com/olmcwenty
SUNDAY MASSES: 6pm (vigil), 7am, 9am, 10.30am, 6pm
DAILY MASSES:
Monday to Thursday & Saturday 9am, Friday 9.15am
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 9.30am to10.00am

PARISH SAFEGUARDING
The parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Wentworthville, is
in the care of the Carmelites and part of Parramatta Catholic
Diocese. Therefore, we are committed to safeguarding children,
young people and vulnerable adults in our care and ensuring
that they feel and are safe.

MONEY MATTERS:
I would like to thank all who helped us celebrate
Lent, Holy Week and the Triduum.
Planning for the liturgies started with Robert Barden
and the Liturgy Committee and then extended to a
large network of people too numerous to name who
took care of various ministries, be they liturgical or
preparing the church environment, crowd control etc.
It all went very smoothly.
There were even
delightful little surprises along the way, such as when
we discovered our new Paschal Candle had not
turned up. Fortunately, we had a spare plain candle,
so Judy Barden worked on it overnight and decorated
it and produced the lovely candle we now have.
Large numbers attended all of the Holy Week
Celebrations—after being in lockdown last year,
seemingly everyone was grateful to be able to attend
Church at this most important time.
Thankyou to everyone and on behalf of my fellow
Carmelites, Anthony Scerri and Januario Pinto,
along with the parish team of Lyn Bryant and Paola
Yévenes, best wishes for a blessed and fruitful
Easter season.
Fr Denis Andrew O. Carm.

Envelopes: $ 2,160
Loose:
$.... 667
Tap and Go: $ 1,130
TOTAL:
$ 3,957
WEEKLY TARGET: $4,000
NOTE: Banking details for direct contributions, are: BSB: 067
950; Account Number: 00602; Account Name: Wentworthville
Catholic Church.
So that we can acknowledge your
generosity, would you please put your name first and add
donation if there is room.

CHILDREN'S SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 2021
Parents, if you would like your child to
celebrate their Confirmation and/or first
sacrament of Reconciliation, please visit our
parish website for the online application. We
are pleased that the process is underway, and
that we've had a great response so far. The first
sacrament of Holy Communion will be offered
later on in the year. And, if you applied for any
of these sacraments last year, but were
postponed due to COVID, you need not apply
again.
For further information, please email Paola Yevenes at
paola.olmc@gmail.com.

Please remember those who are in ill health, especially: Kate
Glendenning, Fred Said, Mary Spiteri,
Czeslawa Godfrey, Sharon Dolan, Salve
Stewart, Michael Bigeni, Nancy Surace, Cody
Bailey, Baby Charlie Sultana, Charlie Micallef,
Lyn Craddy, Baby Noha Larkin, Francois
Tuyau, Sienna Calandruccio, Teresa Li, Lisa
Boys, Greg Boys, Carol O’Loughlin and all
who are sick.
11th April 2021

READERS & COMMENTATORS: 17th & 18th April 2021
MASS TIME

READER

COMMENTATOR

Saturday

6.00pm

Volunteer Please

Vanessa D’Souza

Sunday

8.00am

Marisa Brattoni

Jeremy Angelo

Sunday

10.00am

Cyprian Fernandes

Sohad Mathews

Sunday

6.00pm

Colleen Fuller

Pam Colman
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The Second Sunday of Easter: On this Sunday we are always given the story of the risen Jesus
joining the disciples in a locked room a week after having been raised from the dead. Doubting Thomas
is prominent in this story. He had been absent from the group and refused to believe what the other
disciples had told him about Jesus rising from the dead. But this time Thomas was with them and
something happened, and he came to believe.
Thomas has had a bad press over the years. But it is rather unfair as his doubts are no different to those
of the other disciples or ours. The first words Jesus speaks to them are words of peace. The disciples
had deserted Jesus. But Jesus is saying to them that what you did over the past few days to separate
yourselves from me is behind us. We can’t change the past and what happened. But be assured it has
not separated us from one another. Good news for us if we ever feel we have let ourselves, others or
Jesus down.
- Fr Denis Andrew O. Carm

Greystanes Maltese Seniors

On Monday 12 April at 10am and Information
Session on Emergency Preparedness will be
held in the George Preca Centre. Members &
friends welcome. For more information Contact:
Frances on 0404 257 495

From the Office for Safeguarding: Iris Women

Mt Schoenstatt Spirituality Centre is taking bookings for 2021
As a COVID-safe registered business, the Mt Schoenstatt Spirituality
Centre, Mulgoa, is once again available for personal or small group
bookings to discern and plan for what the future might look like. They
have also begun taking bookings for 2021, with numbers set to increase
as restrictions return to normal. For more information, please call 4773
8338, email info@schoenstatt.org.au or visit www.schoenstatt.org.au
Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth Prayer Companion Program
Are you thinking about your future life as a woman? Are you searching
for God’s Will? The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth are offering a
prayer companion program beginning Friday 23 April at 7pm. You can
request a sister to pray for you every day through the intercession of our
Mother Foundress. To sign up, or for more information, please contact
Sr Paula on 0449 656 406 or vocationscsfn@gmail.com

There are still 32 sets of new planned giving envelopes
uncollected. Please advise the church office if you no longer
wish to donate through the envelope system.
If you signed up to be a planned giver you will find your
envelopes in alphabetical order in the trays.
If you would like to become a Planned giver, there are some
other ways you can join besides taking sets of envelopes.
CREDIT CARD GIVING (Yellow Form) This is an authority
to deduct a given amount from your card either weekly or
monthly.
DIRECT DEBIT GIVING (White Form) A set amount is
deducted from your account either fortnightly or monthly.
(You will find forms for envelope, credit card and direct debit
giving next to the trays of new envelopes.)
TAP AND GO: The machine at the entry to the church from the
Narthex is set at $10 per tap and the other machine in the
Narthex is set at $5 per tap. Please note that tap and go does not
provide for individual recording of donations.
11th April 2021

Iris is a supportive, journaling tool for Catholic women
where you can safely record your relationship experiences;
if you feel safe, if you feel scared, if you're not sure what to
do.
As you journal, you may see that patterns of behaviour
become apparent. This will help you understand what is
happening.
The work you do in this app will help you talk to someone
about what you are experiencing. The app is free and
password protected, and the information stays on your
phone. The Iris Women app is available from the App Store
and Google Play. For more information please visit https://
safeguarding.org.au/irisapp/

A reminder that we are still asked to register for mass
attendance and observe social distancing requirements. If
you have a QR Code you are encouraged to use it on
entering and leaving the church. This avoids a lot of
paperwork and time in preparation of lists for parishioners
to check in.

On sale from next weekend 17th and 18th April.
Roses will be placed on the altar in honour of mothers
and grandmothers. With the purchase of a rose you
will receive a card to give to your mother or
grandmother. If they are deceased you can write a
message on the card and place it in the basket on the
table near the East Timor noticeboard. The basket
will be placed on the altar for Mothers’ Day.
All
profits from the sale of the roses will go towards the
support of East Timorese students.
COST PER
ROSE $5.
- Sr Margaret Harrison (East Timor Committee)
Page 2

The devastating floods in East Timor have been in the news. Our
Carmelite brothers are safe but there has been considerable
damage and loss of life. Bruce Clark is an Australian Carmelite
who is novice master at our main community in Hera near Dili.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:
3rd Sunday of Easter Yr B

1st Reading: Acts 3: 13—15,17—19
2nd Reading: I John 2: 1—5
Gospel: John 24: 35—48

Fr Bruce Clark O.Carm is in Timor-Leste and is witnessing the
devastation from the floods
Bruce has written as follows:
‘We are all okay but many of our neighbours and people in Hera
have suffered great damage; some lost their whole houses,
others all their belongings. Many have no food or water to
drink and only the clothes they are wearing
Many of the children who participate in our Carmelite youth
group have lost all their belongings including their house,
school items and of course have no useable food
The past few days we have been going out and helping with some
rice, noodles etc; Today we will do so again and help to clean as
some are waist deep in mud and rebuild broken houses.
In Dili it has been worse; rivers flooded and houses washed
away. The COVID virus has been increasing daily but because of
the floods, social distancing is impossible as many people have
moved into schools and convents together. We are in our second
month of lockdown. However, the damage from the floods is a
more urgent problem as many places have no electricity, water,
toilets and no food; and many people have little money as
many have had no work for six weeks or so.”
Our Carmelite Fundraising office in Melbourne is raising funds for
flood relief. You can donate electronically (details in newsletter or
on noticeboard) or you can leave any donations with us to be
forwarded.
- Fr Denis Andrew (Parish Priest)

Recently Deceased: Emilia Mendoza, Josephine Spiteri,
Esmurelda da Rosario Pereira, Melania Cassar (Malta),
Rejieenamma Seshayyan, Joe Paulo, Robert Thompson,
Sebastian Pennisi, Carol Moses
Anniversaries & Memorials: Joseph & Josephine
Vassallo, Salvo Zarb, Joseph & Mary Bonello, Carmen
Ebejer, Henk de Roo, Charlie Navan, Celine Hosinger,
Greg Carrozza, Fortunato Mercuri, Jack Papallo,
Sinfarosa Dias, Joyce Cini, Mary & Frank Teuma, Tony
& Antonia Cini, Simao & Anna Dias, Dias Family,
Inancio, Sacramenta & Ilda Bocarro, Bocarro Family,
Charlie Sultana, Michael & Carmen Attard, Frank &
Pauline Vella, Rani Sathi, Pushpa Kantha, Anthony Peter,
Connie Bezzina & Jeanne Black, Pauline Grech, Renato
Zammit, Francesca Zammit, Concetta & Joseph
Sciberras, Joseph & Josephine Gauci, Holy Souls in
Purgatory & All Souls, All Saints

Other Intentions
Special Intentions:
11th April 2021

Dias Family

Every 2nd Thursday, a small group of parishioners volunteer to
clean the church after 9am Mass. They could always do with
some extra help. They are especially looking for some men to
help with the heavier jobs that need doing. The more hands
the less time it takes. So if you can spare an hour or so on the
next cleaning day, Thursday 22/4/21, please come along and
lend a hand. Your help will be most welcome.

- FUNERALA Requiem Mass for the late Josephine Spiteri will be held at
Our Lady of Mt Carmel Church, Wentworthville this coming
Wednesday 14th April at 11am. Our sincere sympathy is
extended to Josephine’s husband Joe and their family and
friends. May she rest in peace.

Light in Darkness
At the inauguration of US President Joe Biden in January, poet
Amanda Gorman’s recitation began with a question:
When day comes we ask ourselves
where can we find light in this never-ending shade?
Throughout our human existence, the struggle between light and
darkness, between good and evil, has been constant. While she
spoke to the challenges in American society, we know that here, in
our own place and time, shadows loom over us as well. We
despair at the continuing shadows of COVID, the fear that comes
with unstable work, of the abuse of power and privilege, and the
need to respect the dignity of our most vulnerable.
So too, our Easter Vigil celebration last week began amidst the
darkness of night, within the “never-ending shade”. Yet in that
darkness, a light emerged. Fragile though it may have been, it
became for us again our source of light, warmth, goodness and
hope. Although it was a ritual that, like many, was restricted last
year, the echo of “The light of Christ” through out Church reminded
us that it is through Jesus himself that we find our triumph over
evil, suffering, and death.
- Robert Barden (Liturgy Coordinator)

Monday:
Tuesday
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

St Teresa of Los Andes
St Martin I
St Lidwina, Bl Peter Gonzales
Bl Cesar de Bus
*St Bernadette of Lourdes
Bl Baptist Spagnoli of Mantua

3rd Sunday of Easter
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