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Wednesday ritual. With a thumb WEEKLY TARGET: $4,000

dipped in ashes, a cross is marked
on our foreheads, with the call:
“Repent, and believe in the Gospel”, or the blunt reminder:
“Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return”.
This Wednesday, we will again come forward to have this
symbol of our mortality placed upon us. However, like many
things this past year, COVID-19 means it will be a little
different. This follows a directive that has been issued by the
Vatican Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of
the Sacraments.
Firstly, the words that accompany this ritual will be said by the
priest once, to all of us, before we come forward in
procession. More notably, though, ashes will be sprinkled on
the top of our heads, as opposed to the usual marking of a
cross.
While this will seem an unusual practice to us, how ashes are
placed on people does vary a little in different parts of the
world. Putting ashes on the top of one’s head is a common
practice elsewhere. What is more, sprinkling ashes is closer
to the Hebrew tradition of wearing sackcloth and ashes as a
sign of repentance; from which our Christian Ash Wednesday
practice emerged.
So, while it will be a slightly different ritual for us this year, it is
good that we are still able to receive a symbol that speaks
powerfully to many Catholics, and in a way that connects us
back more to Old Testament tradition. It will certainly be less
noticeable to others, but we can take heart in the words of the
Gospel we will hear on Wednesday – that God, who sees all
that is done in secret, will reward us.
Please remember those who are in ill health,
especially:
Salve Stewart, Michael Bigeni,
Nancy Surace, Cody Bailey, Baby Charlie
Sultana, Charlie Micallef, Lyn Craddy, Baby
Noha Larkin, Francois Tuyau, Sienna
Calandruccio, Teresa Li, Lisa Boys, Greg Boys,
Carol O’Loughlin and all who are sick.

NOTE:

If you would like to make direct contributions, our
banking details are: BSB: 067 950; Account Number:
00602; Account Name: Wentworthville Catholic Church; So
that we can acknowledge your generosity would you
please just put your name first and add donation if there
is room.

This weekend we are
happy to announce that Fr
Januario Pinto is joining
our parish in the role of
Associate Pastor.
Januario is one of our
Carmelites from Timor
Leste. After completing his
studies in Australia, Januario was ordained to the priesthood in
2017 and has been in our Carmelite parish at Coorparoo in
Brisbane for the past 3 years. Please welcome Januario, as he
joins the Carmelite Family here at Wentworthville.
- Fr Denis Andrew O Carm (Parish Priest)

Next Friday 19th February ONLY, Stations of the Cross,
will be prayed BEFORE Friday morning Mass at 8.30am.
From Friday 26th February onwards during Lent,
Stations of the Cross will be prayed AFTER the Friday
morning Mass. All parishioners are invited to join the
group.

READERS & COMMENTATORS: 20th & 21st February 2021
MASS TIME

READER

COMMENTATOR

Saturday 6.00pm

Jenny Moloney

Judy Barden

Sunday

8.00am

Coretta Dias

Isabella Dias

Sunday

10.00am Basli Sathi

Carmel Gauci

Sunday

6.00pm

Nelissa Almeida

Michelle Pereira

In Jesus’ days, lepers were the most excluded persons of society and religion. They were avoided, they
were exiled into desert places, and if anyone came anywhere near a leper, he or she would also become
unclean. In this Sunday’s Gospel two things happen. First, the leper gets up courage to approach Jesus
because he believes that Jesus has the power to heal him. Second, Jesus does not send the leper away but
welcomes him and touches him, thus incurring the state of being unclean himself. That is why, the leper
timidly says to Jesus, “If you want to you can cure me”. The leper is saying to Jesus you don’t have to
touch me or come near me. Just want to and you can cure me. However, Jesus touches him and welcomes
him with the warm words, “Of course I want to. “Be cured.” By touching the leper, Jesus is saying to the leper that for him, the
leper was not unclean. What a wonderful, warm, and loving scene out in the harsh and isolated desert!
There is so much that we can learn from this Gospel. First, we may have our inner leprosy of sins of the past, which makes us
ashamed, or isolated from others. Jesus is there welcoming us in our lonely heart. If we have the courage to approach him, he will
always reply lovingly, “Of course I want to. Be cured.” With these words, Jesus reveals once more the compassionate, forgiving,
loving face of God, our Father.
Then there is the question of exclusion that we can learn from this Gospel. Jesus excluded no one and welcomed everyone without
question, without distinction of race, nationality, sexual orientation, religion, or anything else. He welcomed and showed his love
for all regardless. Today, as in the days of Jesus, there are those among us who would exclude and isolate from society and religion
certain classes of people such as those with AIDS, homosexuals, transvestites, divorced persons, and others. In excluding such
persons, we are sitting in judgement over them, calling them unclean. Such an attitude would make us unclean before God, and
would certainly not be the attitude expected of a disciple of Jesus.
Please read this Gospel again. Reflect on its deeper meaning. You will surely find much more to learn from it.
Fr Anthony Scerri O Carm

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:
1st Sunday of Lent Yr B
1st Reading: Genesis 9: 8—15
2nd Reading: I Peter 3: 18—22
Gospel: Mark 1: 12—15
Thought for Today:
The best thing about a picture is that it never changes
even if the people in it do. - Andy Warhol

Recently Deceased: Rejieinamma Seshayyan, Bernie
Swan, Stella Galea, Therese Fernandes, Henrica, Dawn
Merrill, Anne Hartman, Denham Jacob, John Touma,
Joyce Cini

Anniversaries & Memorials: Dennis D’Souza,
Salvo Sammut, Simao & Anna Dias, Dias Family,
Sinfarosa Dias, Inancio, Sacramenta & Ilda
Bocarro, Bocarro Family, Shahideh, Peter &
Raymond Younes, Joan de Silva, Mary & Frank
Teuma, Tony & Antonia Cini, Maria Concetta
Cassar, Joseph Calleja, Frank & Loretta Gatt, Anne
& Laurie Sparks, Gatt & Sparks Families, Charlie
Sultana, Michael & Carmen Attard, Frank & Pauline
Vella, Rani Sathi, Pushpa Kantha, Anthony Peter,
Connie Bezzina & Jeanne Black, Pauline Grech,
Renato Zammit, Francesca Zammit, Concetta &
Joseph Sciberras, Joseph & Josephine Gauci, Holy
Souls in Purgatory & All Souls, All Saints

Special Intentions
Lena Galpin (81st Birthday), Sharon Lee, Blake
Dolan, Dias Family, Vijaladchi (Birthday)

Jesus cures a leper. A disease unfamiliar to us in Australia. In
our more enlightened times it is now referred to as Hansen’s
disease. Treatable now, in the time of Jesus it was an unsightly
and grim disease. It was most often found among poor people.
They quickly became marginalised. For the ancient world, the
only way to control the spread of this disease was to isolate its
sufferers – to keep them away from others (actually things
haven’t changed much – to cope with COVID-19 the tactic has
been to quarantine and isolate people from others). And to make
matters worse leprosy was considered a divine punishment for
sin.
A grim scenario indeed. The leper must have had plenty of time
to think while isolated from everyone else. The tactic he
employed was ‘spot’ on. When he managed to meet Jesus, he
did not say “I believe you can cure me.” Rather he used the
brilliant ploy of the psychological guilt trip: “If you WANT TO you
can cure me.” We love the response of Jesus. And then the
great finale – Jesus touched him. Yes, touched him. Touching,
heart-warming, helpful stuff indeed, and all in three lines of
scripture.
- Fr Denis Andrew O Carm

- Positions Vacant  Natural Family Planning Educator (Casual) – Diocese of Parramatta –
Applications close 19 February 2021
 Social Justice Coordinator – Diocese of Parramatta – Applications
close 5pm 22 February 2021

Monday: St Faustin
Tuesday
St Elias & Jerome
Wednesday: ASH WEDNESDAY
Thursday: St John Peter of China
Friday:
St Boniface
Saturday: *Jacinta & Francisco Marto
Sunday:
1st Sunday of Lent

