Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wentworthville
In the care of the Carmelites
PARISH PRIEST:
Fr Denis Andrew OCarm
ASSOCIATE PASTORS: Fr Martinho Da Costa OCarm
MEMBERS OF THE CARMELITE COMMUNITY: Fr John Powell
O Carm & Fr Anthony Scerri O Carm
PARISH SECRETARY:
Lyn Bryant (9.30am—5.30pm Tuesday to
Friday)
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Paola Yévenes
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: Olimpia Pirovic

Phone:
Email:
Web:

9631 8302; School: 8832 1100
ocarms@tpg.com.au
www.olmcwenty.org.au
www.facebook.com/olmcwenty
twitter.com/olmcwenty
SUNDAY MASSES:
6pm (vigil), 8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm
DAILY MASSES: Monday to Thursday and Saturday 9.00am
Friday 9.15am
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 9.30am

As you will have heard, in the last few days there
have been unlinked cases of Covid reported in
various suburbs of Sydney, including Parramatta.
We must therefore remain vigilant and
understand that the virus is very much alive in
our community. So, once again we stress that
the following actions be taken regarding
attending mass:
 Use hand sanitiser on arrival at the Church.
 It is strongly advised that parishioners wear a
mask.
 You must register for every Mass you attend,
either by calling the church office in advance,
registering online or on entering the church
(registration sheets are highly visible in the
narthex.)
The results of not registering could be very
unfortunate. If a parishioner attends Mass and
later tests positive for Covid-19, those who have
not registered will be uncontactable, which could
prove costly for all concerned.

MONEY MATTERS:
Envelopes:
$2,227
Loose:
$ 597
TOTAL:
$2,824
WEEKLY TARGET: $4,000
NOTE: If you would like to make direct contributions,
our banking details are: BSB: 067 950; Account
Number: 00602; Account Name: Wentworthville
Catholic Church;
Please mark your EFT

- Fr Denis Andrew O Carm (Parish Priest)

Please remember those who are in ill health,
especially: All afflicted by Covid-19, Rithwika,
Maggie Thorn, Michael Bigeni, Alexandro Favall,
Nancy Surace, Esperance Mankarios, Cody Bailey,
Baby Charlie Sultana, Neil Toft,
Chaiwat
Sheetarak,
Charlie
Micallef, Lyn Craddy, Baby Noha
Larkin, Francois Tuyau, Sienna
Calandruccio, Teresa Li, Lisa
Boys,
Greg
Boys,
Carol
O’Loughlin and all who are sick.

We are currently sponsoring four students with
scholarships to continue their education.
During
Masses this weekend a short Power Point Presentation
will give some very brief information on the students
and the courses they are pursuing.
Because we were unable to raise funds from Mothers’
Day and Fathers’ Day this year we are hoping to use
this opportunity to collect donations for the
Scholarships.
On the table below the East Timor
Notice Board are envelopes for donations which can be
placed in the wooden box.
If you have come
unprepared to give a donation this weekend you can
take an envelope home and return it next weekend. The
donation box will remain for another week. Any small
donation will be gratefully accepted as many small
amounts add up to a larger amount.
Margaret Harrison (East Timor Committee)

No Children’s Liturgy
READERS & COMMENTATORS: 17th & 18th October 2020
MASS TIME
Saturday 6.00pm

READER
Vanessa D’Souza

COMMENTATOR
Jenny Moloney

Sunday

Isabella Dias

Coretta Dias

Sunday 10.00am

Basli Sathi

Elaine Gutierrez

Sunday

Pam Colman

Nelissa Almeida

8.00am
6.00pm

The increasing wealth of the few and the growing divide between rich and poor, particularly in the
developing world, are challenging us all to consider our attitudes to the planet’s resources and to the
economic system that maintains that imbalance. The economic divide is highlighted by the
vulnerability to pandemic of those rendered poor and homeless in our world. Today’s gospel brings a
warning. Like the invited guests in Matthew’s parable of the wedding banquet, we are in danger of
turning our backs on a gracious invitation or “call” not only to share in but also to ensure that all God’s
creatures share in the fruits of the earth. The king’s invitation to successive and diverse groups recalls
Israel’s prophetic tradition where God’s ultimate reign is imaged as a feast of the best food and wine,
not just for a privileged few, but for all. Many other aspects of the parable are quite troubling. Its focus
is on the human community. Privileged humans are the first to be invited: the invitation to the less
privileged comes only after those on the initial guest list have refused to come. This aspect of the story hardly reflects the values of
God’s empire or reign. Furthermore, the violent retaliation of the spurned host is hard to reconcile with an image of God’s reign. This
is also true of the treatment of the guest without a wedding robe in a situation where none of the guests has had the opportunity to
procure the right attire. It becomes clear that this is not a story to be taken literally. Rather, it invites the reader to critique
interpretations that see the king’s behaviour as a reflection of how God deals with God’s creation. So, what might this story be telling
us? If we look again at the despotic aspects of the king’s character, we might find there a reflection of our own capacity to look after
ourselves at the expense of the poor and vulnerable of our world and of the other-than-human. We might find an image of our
nation’s long-term redirecting of the foreign aid budget towards keeping refugees from settling in our land. On the other hand, if we
put ourselves in the place of the original audience, we might find ourselves quite amazed at the inclusiveness of the king in a world
where the people on the street would never have been invited to such a wedding banquet. If we think about the wedding garment as
symbolic of a “right” disposition or attitude in relation to the host, the company, and the riches to be shared, we might be drawn to
handle Earth’s precious resources with a little more care for the common good of all the inhabitants of our planet. Our gospel tradition
tells us that God’s empire will only be realised when all have the opportunity to share in the feast of life and when other-than-human
Earth inhabitants have the resources that enable them to flourish.
Veronica Lawson rsm (With permission)

Recently Deceased: Jan Wallwork, Gerry Gardner,
Noël de Souza, Therese Soertsz, Victoriana Jacalan,
Fadel Zaki (Lebanon), Jeyaseeli Pillai, Sothi Malar,
Emmanuel Pillai
Anniversaries & Memorials: Paul Borg, Greg
Carozza, Bertha Cramer, Ellen Caspersz, Marceline
de Souza, Richard Cadet, Rufina & Rose Fernandes,
Fernandes Family, Simao & Anna Dias, Inancio,
Sacramenta & Ilda Bocarro, Zammit & Fenech
Families, Frank & Loretta Gatt, Gatt Family, Anne &
Laurie Sparks, Lionel & Claudia Mendis, Mary &
Frank Teuma, Lewis & Joseph Teuma, Antonia &
Tony Cini, Mary, Frank & Doreen Camilleri, Rose
Titman, Sonia Spittle, Joe Vella, Jessie McManus,
Sinfarosa Dias, Cyril Almeida, Julia Almeida,
Jennifer Edwards, Charlie Sultana, Michael &
Carmen Attard, Frank & Pauline Vella, Rani Sathi,
Pushpa Kantha, Anthony Peter, Connie Bezzina &
Jeanne Black, Pauline Grech, Renato Zammit,
Francesca Zammit, Concetta & Joseph Sciberras,
Joseph & Josephine Gauci, Holy Souls in Purgatory
& All Souls, All Saints

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:
29th Sunday of Ordinary Time
1st Reading: Isaiah 45: 1, 4—6
2nd Reading: Thessalonians 1: 1—5
Gospel: Matthew 22: 15—21
Next weekend our parish will be
holding the annual Catholic
Mission Church Appeal. This
year we are invited to partner
with the Church in Cambodia,
which is reaching out to those who have been affected
by disability and giving them hope and support to live a
fulfilling life. Envelopes are available this weekend in
the parish centre for your convenience.
Quotable Quotes . . .

• There are more tears shed over answered prayers

than over unanswered prayers.
• Don’t let your sins turn into bad habits.
• To reach something good, it is very useful to have
gone astray and thus acquired experience.
- Saint Teresa of Avila

Monday: St Wilfrid
Tuesday St Irene
Wednesday: St Callistus
Thursday: St Teresa of Jesus
Other Intentions
Special Intentions: Giuseppe Pennisi (Birthday), Friday: St Hedwig, St Margaret
Mary Alacoque
Manogi & David Mendis (30th Wedding
Saturday:
St
Ignatius
of Antioch
Anniversary), Dias Family
Sunday: 29th Sunday of Ordinary Time

